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Words From Qur President

Hello and welcome to this 20t edition of the OSCA
newsletter. As a reminder, between newsletters, we
invite you to keep up with the Old Saltillo Cemetery
and community events on Facebook at
facebook.com/oldsaltillocemetery and our website at
www.oldsaltillocemetery.com.

We're finalizing plans for the annual Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association Business Meeting and
Memorial Day Program, to be held at 10:30 a.m.,
Sunday, July 19, 2026, in the Old Saltillo United
Methodist Church, located at 664 County Road 3357,
Saltillo, Texas.

Our program will begin with congregational singing
led by Judge Brad Cummings. The opening
ceremony will be followed by a brief business
meeting that includes a formal report of the activities
of the Board of Directors, the financial position of the
Association, plans for the coming year, and the
election of three Board of Director members for the
2026-2029 term.

Keeping with our long-standing tradition, a Memorial
Program eulogizing loved ones buried in the Old
Saltillo Cemetery will be presented by Kelli McAfee
Tarver and Ginny Agee Doyle. Family members
present are asked to stand during the reading of a
short verse, as a star is symbolically placed in
remembrance of loved ones.

We are delighted to welcome Carlyn Hammons of the
Texas Historical Commission to provide this year's
keynote address. Judge Cummings, Haydn
Cummings and pianist, Lynda Davidson, will round
out the program with more congregational singing
and featured specials. Following the program, a
buffet lunch will be served in the air-conditioned Kirby
Memorial Center. You are encouraged to bring some
of your favorite dishes... enough to feed all in your
party and share some with others. All eating utensils,
plates, iced drinks, and coffee will be provided.

Whether you can attend in person, or must support
from afar, your essential, tax-deductible financial
support is deeply appreciated, to keep the Old Salltillo
Cemetery grounds beautiful.

Vivian Dennis-Monzingo, OSCA President

Speaker Spotlight: Carlyn Hammons

Carlyn Copeland Hammons has dedicated much of
her professional career to preserving and sharing
Texas history through her work with the Texas
Historical Commission (THC). Since joining the
agency in 2005, she has built a reputation as a
knowledgeable and committed public historian,
contributing to a wide range of programs that support
communities, museums, and historic resources
across the state.

Over the years, Carlyn has served in several roles
within the Commission, including work with the
Museum Services Program, the National Register of
Historic Places, and, most notably, the Cemetery
Preservation Program. In previous positions at the
THC, she helped identify, document, and preserve a
broad array of Texas's historic resources through
nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places and traveled to hundreds of local history
museums across the state to conduct trainings,
consultations, and resource assessments.

Today, Carlyn continues her service as a historian
within the THC's History Programs Division,
managing the Historic Texas Cemetery designation
program and providing technical assistance to those
seeking to preserve historic burial grounds.

A native of Victoria, Texas, Carlyn brings a personal
connection to her work preserving local heritage. She
holds a master’s degree in public history from Texas
State University-San Marcos, a foundation that has
guided her approach to making history accessible
and meaningful to communities throughout Texas.
Active in the Texas public history field since 2001,
she has also worked as an oral historian on projects
with Texas Parks and Wildlife and NASA’s Johnson
Space Center and coordinated historical exhibits for
the former Aquarena Springs and the Texas Medical
Association.

Carlyn is perhaps best known for her contributions to
cemetery preservation—an area that highlights the
powerful intersection of history, genealogy, and
community identity. Through her work, she has
helped support the documentation and stewardship
of thousands of historic cemeteries, guiding local

groups in researching, protecting, and interpreting
these important cultural sites. She has been
instrumental in advancing programs such as the
Historic Texas Cemetery designation, which
ensures that these spaces are formally recognized
and preserved for future generations. Equally
important is her commitment to outreach and
education. Hammons has led training sessions and
workshops for museum professionals, preservation
advocates, and community volunteers, equipping
them with the tools needed to care for historic
resources in their own communities. Her work
emphasizes collaboration, empowering Texans to
take an active role in preserving their shared
history.

Beyond her work at the Commission, Hammons
has contributed to broader preservation efforts
through service on the Texas Heritage Online
Board and participation in national initiatives such
as the Connecting to Collections Grants Oversight
Committee. These roles underscore her leadership
in advancing best practices for collections care,
access, and preservation. Through nearly two
decades of service, Carlyn has made a lasting
impact on the preservation of Texas history. Her
work continues to strengthen connections between
people and place - ensuring that the stories
embedded in Texas’s historic sites, landscapes,
and cemeteries are not only protected, but also
shared and celebrated for generations to come.

We couldn’'t be more pleased to welcome Carlyn
Hammons as our featured speaker for the Old
Saltillo Cemetery 2026 Memorial Day Program, and
we're delighted that she'll be providing live
monument cleaning/care instruction for those
interested in reviving their family monuments.

OSCA Board of Directors

In Memory

The following individuals have been laid to rest in
the Old Saltillo Cemetery since last publication:

Michael Patrick Murphy
July 2, 1943 - August 18, 2020

James Joseph Murphy
January 26, 1947 - May 19, 2022
Roy “Mike” Tubesing
December 28, 1944 - November 8, 2025

Elizabeth Wilburn
November 25, 1947 - March 4, 2026

Allen Wade Hill
June 18, 1963 - March 16, 2026

Donald Vere Carr
October 18, 1946 - January 30, 2026

Lillie Delores Renshaw
June 29, 1938 - April 1, 2026

Lillian Agnes Shirley Murphy
August 2, 1922 - April 12, 2026

Rex Samuel Norris
June 13, 1934 - May 29, 2026




Saving the Stories Written in Stone

Tucked among the rolling landscapes of northeast Texas, the Old Salltillo Cemetery is more than a quiet resting place. It is a living record of the families, veterans, early
settlers, and community members who helped shape Saltillo and the surrounding area. Its weathered headstones and historic monuments tell stories that deserve to be
remembered, and the Old Saltillo Cemetery Association is working to make sure those stories are not lost to time.

Many of our cemetery’s monuments are more than a century old. Over time, exposure to sun, rain, shifting soil, and natural deterioration has left some stones cracked,
leaning, sunken, or difficult to read. In some cases, the names and inscriptions that connect us to those buried there were at risk of fading from view. Recognizing that
urgency, our Association has focused on thoughtful preservation efforts that stabilize and protect fragile markers while honoring the original craftsmanship. A major part of
this work begins with documentation. Volunteers photograph monuments, record inscriptions, and note each marker’s location and condition. This careful recordkeeping
helps guide restoration decisions today and creates an archive for future generations. Even when a stone becomes harder to read with age, the information it carries can still
be preserved.

Our Association recognizes that cemetery monuments are the personal property of the families of those interred. At the same time, many people remembered at the Old
Saltillo Cemetery no longer have relatives nearby to care for their markers. In those situations, we feel a responsibility to step in for the sake of historical preservation. The
goal is always preservation, not replacement. When stones have shifted or sunken, careful repositioning and stabilization techniques are used to help protect the marker
while respecting its original placement. Broken stones are repaired whenever possible, using methods intended to preserve the historic material rather than erase it. While
our Association does not take on monument cleaning itself, we encourage families to use safe, non-invasive cleaning practices when caring for loved ones’ stones. Gentle
tools and appropriate solutions can remove dirt or biological growth without damaging the surface. Just as important, we work to share information about proper cemetery
care so that well-meaning efforts do not accidentally cause harm.

One of our Association’s most meaningful preservation tools is the use of supplemental preservation markers. These markers are created to reflect, word for word, the
original inscriptions on historic monuments that may be deteriorating. They do not replace the original stones. Instead, they stand as respectful companions, helping make
names, dates, and legacies readable for visitors while the original monuments remain protected in place.

This effort has also brought the community closer together. Families with ancestral ties to the cemetery have shared personal knowledge, resources, and encouragement.
Local historians and preservation-minded volunteers have offered guidance to help the work follow good practices. Together, these contributions have turned monument
preservation into a shared act of remembrance and care.

DIXIE G. GRIFFITH
MAR. 13, 1879
SEPT. 30, 1880
DAUGHTER OF J. T AND CALLIE GRIFFITH
DEAR LITTLE ONE
REST I PEACE

The impact goes beyond the stones themselves. When a name becomes readable again or an inscription is documented before it fades, a piece of local history is brought
back into view. Visitors can better understand the lives represented there and the role those individuals played in the story of the community. In that way, every repaired
marker, every recorded inscription, and every preservation marker helps keep the past connected to the present. Our work at the Old Salltillo Cemetery is a reminder that
small, community-led efforts can make a lasting difference. The project has not depended on large institutional funding. It has grown through dedication, education, private
donations, volunteer time, and a shared belief that local history matters. This kind of stewardship is what keeps a place like the Old Saltillo Cemetery meaningful for
generations to come.

With your continued financial support, our Association plans for ongoing maintenance, documentation, preservation, and education. The hope is to encourage more families
and younger generations to take an interest in cemetery care and local history. Preservation is not a one-time project; it is a continuing commitment. By preserving its
monuments, the Old Saltillo Cemetery is preserving far more than stone. It is safeguarding memory, identity, and heritage. Each marker stands as a tribute to an individual
life and as a sign of a community that refuses to let its history fade.

Kathy Whitten Patterson — OSCA Historian

Financial Support

Your support is essential to keeping the cemetery in
pristine condition. If you are unable to attend this
year's Memorial Day Program, please consider
making a financial contribution to the Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association, a 501 (c) (13) organization.

At any time of year, in memory / honor of your friends,
family and loved ones, please also consider a
donation to OSCA. Honorees or their family members
will be notified of your contribution. Your tax-
deductible donations may be mailed to the address at
the top of this newsletter.

Thank you!

Wreaths Across America

The Old Saltillo Cemetery will again take part in
Wreaths Across America in December of 2026,
joining more than 2,100 other locations across the
United States, at sea and abroad by participating in
this meaningful show of honor and respect for
veterans interred within our cemetery.

Please mark your calendars to attend the Old Saltillo
Cemetery WAA program and wreath-laying on
Saturday, December 19, 2026 at 11:00 am. Program
and wreath purchase details are forthcoming.

Lucas Dennis & Kathy Whitten Patterson

Information Requested

Association members, if you have information
regarding the placement of a monument in the
northeast corner of the cemetery with the inscription
HUGH HUDSON and referencing the Texas
reconstruction period, please contact Ryan Agee at
rtagee77@outlook.com. The Board of Directors is
responsible for maintaining interment records of the
Old Saltillo Cemetery. We have extensive interment
records (for both marked and unmarked graves)
dating to the 1870s, but we currently have no record
of Hugh Hudson buried in our cemetery.

OSCA Board of Directors




P.O. Box 123 Saltillo, Texas, 75478
20th Edition — June 15, 2026

Words From Qur President

Hello and welcome to this 20t edition of the OSCA
newsletter. As a reminder, between newsletters, we
invite you to keep up with the Old Saltillo Cemetery
and community events on Facebook at
facebook.com/oldsaltillocemetery and our website at
www.oldsaltillocemetery.com.

We're finalizing plans for the annual Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association Business Meeting and
Memorial Day Program, to be held at 10:30 a.m.,
Sunday, July 19, 2026, in the Old Saltillo United
Methodist Church, located at 664 County Road 3357,
Saltillo, Texas.

Our program will begin with congregational singing
led by Judge Brad Cummings. The opening
ceremony will be followed by a brief business
meeting that includes a formal report of the activities
of the Board of Directors, the financial position of the
Association, plans for the coming year, and the
election of three Board of Director members for the
2026-2029 term.

Keeping with our long-standing tradition, a Memorial
Program eulogizing loved ones buried in the Old
Saltillo Cemetery will be presented by Kelli McAfee
Tarver and Ginny Agee Doyle. Family members
present are asked to stand during the reading of a
short verse, as a star is symbolically placed in
remembrance of loved ones.

We are delighted to welcome Carlyn Hammons of the
Texas Historical Commission to provide this year's
keynote address. Judge Cummings, Haydn
Cummings and pianist, Lynda Davidson, will round
out the program with more congregational singing
and featured specials. Following the program, a
buffet lunch will be served in the air-conditioned Kirby
Memorial Center. You are encouraged to bring some
of your favorite dishes... enough to feed all in your
party and share some with others. All eating utensils,
plates, iced drinks, and coffee will be provided.

Whether you can attend in person, or must support
from afar, your essential, tax-deductible financial
support is deeply appreciated, to keep the Old Salltillo
Cemetery grounds beautiful.

Vivian Dennis-Monzingo, OSCA President

Speaker Spotlight: Carlyn Hammons

Carlyn Copeland Hammons has dedicated much of
her professional career to preserving and sharing
Texas history through her work with the Texas
Historical Commission (THC). Since joining the
agency in 2005, she has built a reputation as a
knowledgeable and committed public historian,
contributing to a wide range of programs that support
communities, museums, and historic resources
across the state.

Over the years, Carlyn has served in several roles
within the Commission, including work with the
Museum Services Program, the National Register of
Historic Places, and, most notably, the Cemetery
Preservation Program. In previous positions at the
THC, she helped identify, document, and preserve a
broad array of Texas's historic resources through
nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places and traveled to hundreds of local history
museums across the state to conduct trainings,
consultations, and resource assessments.

Today, Carlyn continues her service as a historian
within the THC's History Programs Division,
managing the Historic Texas Cemetery designation
program and providing technical assistance to those
seeking to preserve historic burial grounds.

A native of Victoria, Texas, Carlyn brings a personal
connection to her work preserving local heritage. She
holds a master’s degree in public history from Texas
State University-San Marcos, a foundation that has
guided her approach to making history accessible
and meaningful to communities throughout Texas.
Active in the Texas public history field since 2001,
she has also worked as an oral historian on projects
with Texas Parks and Wildlife and NASA’s Johnson
Space Center and coordinated historical exhibits for
the former Aquarena Springs and the Texas Medical
Association.

Carlyn is perhaps best known for her contributions to
cemetery preservation—an area that highlights the
powerful intersection of history, genealogy, and
community identity. Through her work, she has
helped support the documentation and stewardship
of thousands of historic cemeteries, guiding local

groups in researching, protecting, and interpreting
these important cultural sites. She has been
instrumental in advancing programs such as the
Historic Texas Cemetery designation, which
ensures that these spaces are formally recognized
and preserved for future generations. Equally
important is her commitment to outreach and
education. Hammons has led training sessions and
workshops for museum professionals, preservation
advocates, and community volunteers, equipping
them with the tools needed to care for historic
resources in their own communities. Her work
emphasizes collaboration, empowering Texans to
take an active role in preserving their shared
history.

Beyond her work at the Commission, Hammons
has contributed to broader preservation efforts
through service on the Texas Heritage Online
Board and participation in national initiatives such
as the Connecting to Collections Grants Oversight
Committee. These roles underscore her leadership
in advancing best practices for collections care,
access, and preservation. Through nearly two
decades of service, Carlyn has made a lasting
impact on the preservation of Texas history. Her
work continues to strengthen connections between
people and place - ensuring that the stories
embedded in Texas’s historic sites, landscapes,
and cemeteries are not only protected, but also
shared and celebrated for generations to come.

We couldn’'t be more pleased to welcome Carlyn
Hammons as our featured speaker for the Old
Saltillo Cemetery 2026 Memorial Day Program, and
we're delighted that she'll be providing live
monument cleaning/care instruction for those
interested in reviving their family monuments.

OSCA Board of Directors

In Memory

The following individuals have been laid to rest in
the Old Saltillo Cemetery since last publication:

Michael Patrick Murphy
July 2, 1943 - August 18, 2020

James Joseph Murphy
January 26, 1947 - May 19, 2022
Roy “Mike” Tubesing
December 28, 1944 - November 8, 2025

Elizabeth Wilburn
November 25, 1947 - March 4, 2026

Allen Wade Hill
June 18, 1963 - March 16, 2026

Donald Vere Carr
October 18, 1946 - January 30, 2026

Lillie Delores Renshaw
June 29, 1938 - April 1, 2026

Lillian Agnes Shirley Murphy
August 2, 1922 - April 12, 2026

Rex Samuel Norris
June 13, 1934 - May 29, 2026




Saving the Stories Written in Stone

Tucked among the rolling landscapes of northeast Texas, the Old Salltillo Cemetery is more than a quiet resting place. It is a living record of the families, veterans, early
settlers, and community members who helped shape Saltillo and the surrounding area. Its weathered headstones and historic monuments tell stories that deserve to be
remembered, and the Old Saltillo Cemetery Association is working to make sure those stories are not lost to time.

Many of our cemetery’s monuments are more than a century old. Over time, exposure to sun, rain, shifting soil, and natural deterioration has left some stones cracked,
leaning, sunken, or difficult to read. In some cases, the names and inscriptions that connect us to those buried there were at risk of fading from view. Recognizing that
urgency, our Association has focused on thoughtful preservation efforts that stabilize and protect fragile markers while honoring the original craftsmanship. A major part of
this work begins with documentation. Volunteers photograph monuments, record inscriptions, and note each marker’s location and condition. This careful recordkeeping
helps guide restoration decisions today and creates an archive for future generations. Even when a stone becomes harder to read with age, the information it carries can still
be preserved.

Our Association recognizes that cemetery monuments are the personal property of the families of those interred. At the same time, many people remembered at the Old
Saltillo Cemetery no longer have relatives nearby to care for their markers. In those situations, we feel a responsibility to step in for the sake of historical preservation. The
goal is always preservation, not replacement. When stones have shifted or sunken, careful repositioning and stabilization techniques are used to help protect the marker
while respecting its original placement. Broken stones are repaired whenever possible, using methods intended to preserve the historic material rather than erase it. While
our Association does not take on monument cleaning itself, we encourage families to use safe, non-invasive cleaning practices when caring for loved ones’ stones. Gentle
tools and appropriate solutions can remove dirt or biological growth without damaging the surface. Just as important, we work to share information about proper cemetery
care so that well-meaning efforts do not accidentally cause harm.

One of our Association’s most meaningful preservation tools is the use of supplemental preservation markers. These markers are created to reflect, word for word, the
original inscriptions on historic monuments that may be deteriorating. They do not replace the original stones. Instead, they stand as respectful companions, helping make
names, dates, and legacies readable for visitors while the original monuments remain protected in place.

This effort has also brought the community closer together. Families with ancestral ties to the cemetery have shared personal knowledge, resources, and encouragement.
Local historians and preservation-minded volunteers have offered guidance to help the work follow good practices. Together, these contributions have turned monument
preservation into a shared act of remembrance and care.

DIXIE G. GRIFFITH
MAR. 13, 1879
SEPT. 30, 1880
DAUGHTER OF J. T AND CALLIE GRIFFITH
DEAR LITTLE ONE
REST I PEACE

The impact goes beyond the stones themselves. When a name becomes readable again or an inscription is documented before it fades, a piece of local history is brought
back into view. Visitors can better understand the lives represented there and the role those individuals played in the story of the community. In that way, every repaired
marker, every recorded inscription, and every preservation marker helps keep the past connected to the present. Our work at the Old Salltillo Cemetery is a reminder that
small, community-led efforts can make a lasting difference. The project has not depended on large institutional funding. It has grown through dedication, education, private
donations, volunteer time, and a shared belief that local history matters. This kind of stewardship is what keeps a place like the Old Saltillo Cemetery meaningful for
generations to come.

With your continued financial support, our Association plans for ongoing maintenance, documentation, preservation, and education. The hope is to encourage more families
and younger generations to take an interest in cemetery care and local history. Preservation is not a one-time project; it is a continuing commitment. By preserving its
monuments, the Old Saltillo Cemetery is preserving far more than stone. It is safeguarding memory, identity, and heritage. Each marker stands as a tribute to an individual
life and as a sign of a community that refuses to let its history fade.

Kathy Whitten Patterson — OSCA Historian

Financial Support

Your support is essential to keeping the cemetery in
pristine condition. If you are unable to attend this
year's Memorial Day Program, please consider
making a financial contribution to the Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association, a 501 (c) (13) organization.

At any time of year, in memory / honor of your friends,
family and loved ones, please also consider a
donation to OSCA. Honorees or their family members
will be notified of your contribution. Your tax-
deductible donations may be mailed to the address at
the top of this newsletter.

Thank you!

Wreaths Across America

The Old Saltillo Cemetery will again take part in
Wreaths Across America in December of 2026,
joining more than 2,100 other locations across the
United States, at sea and abroad by participating in
this meaningful show of honor and respect for
veterans interred within our cemetery.

Please mark your calendars to attend the Old Saltillo
Cemetery WAA program and wreath-laying on
Saturday, December 19, 2026 at 11:00 am. Program
and wreath purchase details are forthcoming.

Lucas Dennis & Kathy Whitten Patterson

Information Requested

Association members, if you have information
regarding the placement of a monument in the
northeast corner of the cemetery with the inscription
HUGH HUDSON and referencing the Texas
reconstruction period, please contact Ryan Agee at
rtagee77@outlook.com. The Board of Directors is
responsible for maintaining interment records of the
Old Saltillo Cemetery. We have extensive interment
records (for both marked and unmarked graves)
dating to the 1870s, but we currently have no record
of Hugh Hudson buried in our cemetery.

OSCA Board of Directors




P.O. Box 123 Saltillo, Texas, 75478
20th Edition — June 15, 2026

Words From Qur President

Hello and welcome to this 20t edition of the OSCA
newsletter. As a reminder, between newsletters, we
invite you to keep up with the Old Saltillo Cemetery
and community events on Facebook at
facebook.com/oldsaltillocemetery and our website at
www.oldsaltillocemetery.com.

We're finalizing plans for the annual Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association Business Meeting and
Memorial Day Program, to be held at 10:30 a.m.,
Sunday, July 19, 2026, in the Old Saltillo United
Methodist Church, located at 664 County Road 3357,
Saltillo, Texas.

Our program will begin with congregational singing
led by Judge Brad Cummings. The opening
ceremony will be followed by a brief business
meeting that includes a formal report of the activities
of the Board of Directors, the financial position of the
Association, plans for the coming year, and the
election of three Board of Director members for the
2026-2029 term.

Keeping with our long-standing tradition, a Memorial
Program eulogizing loved ones buried in the Old
Saltillo Cemetery will be presented by Kelli McAfee
Tarver and Ginny Agee Doyle. Family members
present are asked to stand during the reading of a
short verse, as a star is symbolically placed in
remembrance of loved ones.

We are delighted to welcome Carlyn Hammons of the
Texas Historical Commission to provide this year's
keynote address. Judge Cummings, Haydn
Cummings and pianist, Lynda Davidson, will round
out the program with more congregational singing
and featured specials. Following the program, a
buffet lunch will be served in the air-conditioned Kirby
Memorial Center. You are encouraged to bring some
of your favorite dishes... enough to feed all in your
party and share some with others. All eating utensils,
plates, iced drinks, and coffee will be provided.

Whether you can attend in person, or must support
from afar, your essential, tax-deductible financial
support is deeply appreciated, to keep the Old Salltillo
Cemetery grounds beautiful.

Vivian Dennis-Monzingo, OSCA President

Speaker Spotlight: Carlyn Hammons

Carlyn Copeland Hammons has dedicated much of
her professional career to preserving and sharing
Texas history through her work with the Texas
Historical Commission (THC). Since joining the
agency in 2005, she has built a reputation as a
knowledgeable and committed public historian,
contributing to a wide range of programs that support
communities, museums, and historic resources
across the state.

Over the years, Carlyn has served in several roles
within the Commission, including work with the
Museum Services Program, the National Register of
Historic Places, and, most notably, the Cemetery
Preservation Program. In previous positions at the
THC, she helped identify, document, and preserve a
broad array of Texas's historic resources through
nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places and traveled to hundreds of local history
museums across the state to conduct trainings,
consultations, and resource assessments.

Today, Carlyn continues her service as a historian
within the THC's History Programs Division,
managing the Historic Texas Cemetery designation
program and providing technical assistance to those
seeking to preserve historic burial grounds.

A native of Victoria, Texas, Carlyn brings a personal
connection to her work preserving local heritage. She
holds a master’s degree in public history from Texas
State University-San Marcos, a foundation that has
guided her approach to making history accessible
and meaningful to communities throughout Texas.
Active in the Texas public history field since 2001,
she has also worked as an oral historian on projects
with Texas Parks and Wildlife and NASA’s Johnson
Space Center and coordinated historical exhibits for
the former Aquarena Springs and the Texas Medical
Association.

Carlyn is perhaps best known for her contributions to
cemetery preservation—an area that highlights the
powerful intersection of history, genealogy, and
community identity. Through her work, she has
helped support the documentation and stewardship
of thousands of historic cemeteries, guiding local

groups in researching, protecting, and interpreting
these important cultural sites. She has been
instrumental in advancing programs such as the
Historic Texas Cemetery designation, which
ensures that these spaces are formally recognized
and preserved for future generations. Equally
important is her commitment to outreach and
education. Hammons has led training sessions and
workshops for museum professionals, preservation
advocates, and community volunteers, equipping
them with the tools needed to care for historic
resources in their own communities. Her work
emphasizes collaboration, empowering Texans to
take an active role in preserving their shared
history.

Beyond her work at the Commission, Hammons
has contributed to broader preservation efforts
through service on the Texas Heritage Online
Board and participation in national initiatives such
as the Connecting to Collections Grants Oversight
Committee. These roles underscore her leadership
in advancing best practices for collections care,
access, and preservation. Through nearly two
decades of service, Carlyn has made a lasting
impact on the preservation of Texas history. Her
work continues to strengthen connections between
people and place - ensuring that the stories
embedded in Texas’s historic sites, landscapes,
and cemeteries are not only protected, but also
shared and celebrated for generations to come.

We couldn’'t be more pleased to welcome Carlyn
Hammons as our featured speaker for the Old
Saltillo Cemetery 2026 Memorial Day Program, and
we're delighted that she'll be providing live
monument cleaning/care instruction for those
interested in reviving their family monuments.

OSCA Board of Directors

In Memory

The following individuals have been laid to rest in
the Old Saltillo Cemetery since last publication:

Michael Patrick Murphy
July 2, 1943 - August 18, 2020

James Joseph Murphy
January 26, 1947 - May 19, 2022
Roy “Mike” Tubesing
December 28, 1944 - November 8, 2025

Elizabeth Wilburn
November 25, 1947 - March 4, 2026

Allen Wade Hill
June 18, 1963 - March 16, 2026

Donald Vere Carr
October 18, 1946 - January 30, 2026

Lillie Delores Renshaw
June 29, 1938 - April 1, 2026

Lillian Agnes Shirley Murphy
August 2, 1922 - April 12, 2026

Rex Samuel Norris
June 13, 1934 - May 29, 2026




Saving the Stories Written in Stone

Tucked among the rolling landscapes of northeast Texas, the Old Salltillo Cemetery is more than a quiet resting place. It is a living record of the families, veterans, early
settlers, and community members who helped shape Saltillo and the surrounding area. Its weathered headstones and historic monuments tell stories that deserve to be
remembered, and the Old Saltillo Cemetery Association is working to make sure those stories are not lost to time.

Many of our cemetery’s monuments are more than a century old. Over time, exposure to sun, rain, shifting soil, and natural deterioration has left some stones cracked,
leaning, sunken, or difficult to read. In some cases, the names and inscriptions that connect us to those buried there were at risk of fading from view. Recognizing that
urgency, our Association has focused on thoughtful preservation efforts that stabilize and protect fragile markers while honoring the original craftsmanship. A major part of
this work begins with documentation. Volunteers photograph monuments, record inscriptions, and note each marker’s location and condition. This careful recordkeeping
helps guide restoration decisions today and creates an archive for future generations. Even when a stone becomes harder to read with age, the information it carries can still
be preserved.

Our Association recognizes that cemetery monuments are the personal property of the families of those interred. At the same time, many people remembered at the Old
Saltillo Cemetery no longer have relatives nearby to care for their markers. In those situations, we feel a responsibility to step in for the sake of historical preservation. The
goal is always preservation, not replacement. When stones have shifted or sunken, careful repositioning and stabilization techniques are used to help protect the marker
while respecting its original placement. Broken stones are repaired whenever possible, using methods intended to preserve the historic material rather than erase it. While
our Association does not take on monument cleaning itself, we encourage families to use safe, non-invasive cleaning practices when caring for loved ones’ stones. Gentle
tools and appropriate solutions can remove dirt or biological growth without damaging the surface. Just as important, we work to share information about proper cemetery
care so that well-meaning efforts do not accidentally cause harm.

One of our Association’s most meaningful preservation tools is the use of supplemental preservation markers. These markers are created to reflect, word for word, the
original inscriptions on historic monuments that may be deteriorating. They do not replace the original stones. Instead, they stand as respectful companions, helping make
names, dates, and legacies readable for visitors while the original monuments remain protected in place.

This effort has also brought the community closer together. Families with ancestral ties to the cemetery have shared personal knowledge, resources, and encouragement.
Local historians and preservation-minded volunteers have offered guidance to help the work follow good practices. Together, these contributions have turned monument
preservation into a shared act of remembrance and care.

DIXIE G. GRIFFITH
MAR. 13, 1879
SEPT. 30, 1880
DAUGHTER OF J. T AND CALLIE GRIFFITH
DEAR LITTLE ONE
REST I PEACE

The impact goes beyond the stones themselves. When a name becomes readable again or an inscription is documented before it fades, a piece of local history is brought
back into view. Visitors can better understand the lives represented there and the role those individuals played in the story of the community. In that way, every repaired
marker, every recorded inscription, and every preservation marker helps keep the past connected to the present. Our work at the Old Salltillo Cemetery is a reminder that
small, community-led efforts can make a lasting difference. The project has not depended on large institutional funding. It has grown through dedication, education, private
donations, volunteer time, and a shared belief that local history matters. This kind of stewardship is what keeps a place like the Old Saltillo Cemetery meaningful for
generations to come.

With your continued financial support, our Association plans for ongoing maintenance, documentation, preservation, and education. The hope is to encourage more families
and younger generations to take an interest in cemetery care and local history. Preservation is not a one-time project; it is a continuing commitment. By preserving its
monuments, the Old Saltillo Cemetery is preserving far more than stone. It is safeguarding memory, identity, and heritage. Each marker stands as a tribute to an individual
life and as a sign of a community that refuses to let its history fade.

Kathy Whitten Patterson — OSCA Historian

Financial Support

Your support is essential to keeping the cemetery in
pristine condition. If you are unable to attend this
year's Memorial Day Program, please consider
making a financial contribution to the Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association, a 501 (c) (13) organization.

At any time of year, in memory / honor of your friends,
family and loved ones, please also consider a
donation to OSCA. Honorees or their family members
will be notified of your contribution. Your tax-
deductible donations may be mailed to the address at
the top of this newsletter.

Thank you!

Wreaths Across America

The Old Saltillo Cemetery will again take part in
Wreaths Across America in December of 2026,
joining more than 2,100 other locations across the
United States, at sea and abroad by participating in
this meaningful show of honor and respect for
veterans interred within our cemetery.

Please mark your calendars to attend the Old Saltillo
Cemetery WAA program and wreath-laying on
Saturday, December 19, 2026 at 11:00 am. Program
and wreath purchase details are forthcoming.

Lucas Dennis & Kathy Whitten Patterson

Information Requested

Association members, if you have information
regarding the placement of a monument in the
northeast corner of the cemetery with the inscription
HUGH HUDSON and referencing the Texas
reconstruction period, please contact Ryan Agee at
rtagee77@outlook.com. The Board of Directors is
responsible for maintaining interment records of the
Old Saltillo Cemetery. We have extensive interment
records (for both marked and unmarked graves)
dating to the 1870s, but we currently have no record
of Hugh Hudson buried in our cemetery.
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Hello and welcome to this 20t edition of the OSCA
newsletter. As a reminder, between newsletters, we
invite you to keep up with the Old Saltillo Cemetery
and community events on Facebook at
facebook.com/oldsaltillocemetery and our website at
www.oldsaltillocemetery.com.

We're finalizing plans for the annual Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association Business Meeting and
Memorial Day Program, to be held at 10:30 a.m.,
Sunday, July 19, 2026, in the Old Saltillo United
Methodist Church, located at 664 County Road 3357,
Saltillo, Texas.

Our program will begin with congregational singing
led by Judge Brad Cummings. The opening
ceremony will be followed by a brief business
meeting that includes a formal report of the activities
of the Board of Directors, the financial position of the
Association, plans for the coming year, and the
election of three Board of Director members for the
2026-2029 term.

Keeping with our long-standing tradition, a Memorial
Program eulogizing loved ones buried in the Old
Saltillo Cemetery will be presented by Kelli McAfee
Tarver and Ginny Agee Doyle. Family members
present are asked to stand during the reading of a
short verse, as a star is symbolically placed in
remembrance of loved ones.

We are delighted to welcome Carlyn Hammons of the
Texas Historical Commission to provide this year's
keynote address. Judge Cummings, Haydn
Cummings and pianist, Lynda Davidson, will round
out the program with more congregational singing
and featured specials. Following the program, a
buffet lunch will be served in the air-conditioned Kirby
Memorial Center. You are encouraged to bring some
of your favorite dishes... enough to feed all in your
party and share some with others. All eating utensils,
plates, iced drinks, and coffee will be provided.

Whether you can attend in person, or must support
from afar, your essential, tax-deductible financial
support is deeply appreciated, to keep the Old Salltillo
Cemetery grounds beautiful.

Vivian Dennis-Monzingo, OSCA President

Speaker Spotlight: Carlyn Hammons

Carlyn Copeland Hammons has dedicated much of
her professional career to preserving and sharing
Texas history through her work with the Texas
Historical Commission (THC). Since joining the
agency in 2005, she has built a reputation as a
knowledgeable and committed public historian,
contributing to a wide range of programs that support
communities, museums, and historic resources
across the state.

Over the years, Carlyn has served in several roles
within the Commission, including work with the
Museum Services Program, the National Register of
Historic Places, and, most notably, the Cemetery
Preservation Program. In previous positions at the
THC, she helped identify, document, and preserve a
broad array of Texas's historic resources through
nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places and traveled to hundreds of local history
museums across the state to conduct trainings,
consultations, and resource assessments.

Today, Carlyn continues her service as a historian
within the THC's History Programs Division,
managing the Historic Texas Cemetery designation
program and providing technical assistance to those
seeking to preserve historic burial grounds.

A native of Victoria, Texas, Carlyn brings a personal
connection to her work preserving local heritage. She
holds a master’s degree in public history from Texas
State University-San Marcos, a foundation that has
guided her approach to making history accessible
and meaningful to communities throughout Texas.
Active in the Texas public history field since 2001,
she has also worked as an oral historian on projects
with Texas Parks and Wildlife and NASA’s Johnson
Space Center and coordinated historical exhibits for
the former Aquarena Springs and the Texas Medical
Association.

Carlyn is perhaps best known for her contributions to
cemetery preservation—an area that highlights the
powerful intersection of history, genealogy, and
community identity. Through her work, she has
helped support the documentation and stewardship
of thousands of historic cemeteries, guiding local

groups in researching, protecting, and interpreting
these important cultural sites. She has been
instrumental in advancing programs such as the
Historic Texas Cemetery designation, which
ensures that these spaces are formally recognized
and preserved for future generations. Equally
important is her commitment to outreach and
education. Hammons has led training sessions and
workshops for museum professionals, preservation
advocates, and community volunteers, equipping
them with the tools needed to care for historic
resources in their own communities. Her work
emphasizes collaboration, empowering Texans to
take an active role in preserving their shared
history.

Beyond her work at the Commission, Hammons
has contributed to broader preservation efforts
through service on the Texas Heritage Online
Board and participation in national initiatives such
as the Connecting to Collections Grants Oversight
Committee. These roles underscore her leadership
in advancing best practices for collections care,
access, and preservation. Through nearly two
decades of service, Carlyn has made a lasting
impact on the preservation of Texas history. Her
work continues to strengthen connections between
people and place - ensuring that the stories
embedded in Texas’s historic sites, landscapes,
and cemeteries are not only protected, but also
shared and celebrated for generations to come.

We couldn’'t be more pleased to welcome Carlyn
Hammons as our featured speaker for the Old
Saltillo Cemetery 2026 Memorial Day Program, and
we're delighted that she'll be providing live
monument cleaning/care instruction for those
interested in reviving their family monuments.

OSCA Board of Directors

In Memory

The following individuals have been laid to rest in
the Old Saltillo Cemetery since last publication:

Michael Patrick Murphy
July 2, 1943 - August 18, 2020

James Joseph Murphy
January 26, 1947 - May 19, 2022
Roy “Mike” Tubesing
December 28, 1944 - November 8, 2025

Elizabeth Wilburn
November 25, 1947 - March 4, 2026

Allen Wade Hill
June 18, 1963 - March 16, 2026

Donald Vere Carr
October 18, 1946 - January 30, 2026

Lillie Delores Renshaw
June 29, 1938 - April 1, 2026

Lillian Agnes Shirley Murphy
August 2, 1922 - April 12, 2026

Rex Samuel Norris
June 13, 1934 - May 29, 2026




Saving the Stories Written in Stone

Tucked among the rolling landscapes of northeast Texas, the Old Salltillo Cemetery is more than a quiet resting place. It is a living record of the families, veterans, early
settlers, and community members who helped shape Saltillo and the surrounding area. Its weathered headstones and historic monuments tell stories that deserve to be
remembered, and the Old Saltillo Cemetery Association is working to make sure those stories are not lost to time.

Many of our cemetery’s monuments are more than a century old. Over time, exposure to sun, rain, shifting soil, and natural deterioration has left some stones cracked,
leaning, sunken, or difficult to read. In some cases, the names and inscriptions that connect us to those buried there were at risk of fading from view. Recognizing that
urgency, our Association has focused on thoughtful preservation efforts that stabilize and protect fragile markers while honoring the original craftsmanship. A major part of
this work begins with documentation. Volunteers photograph monuments, record inscriptions, and note each marker’s location and condition. This careful recordkeeping
helps guide restoration decisions today and creates an archive for future generations. Even when a stone becomes harder to read with age, the information it carries can still
be preserved.

Our Association recognizes that cemetery monuments are the personal property of the families of those interred. At the same time, many people remembered at the Old
Saltillo Cemetery no longer have relatives nearby to care for their markers. In those situations, we feel a responsibility to step in for the sake of historical preservation. The
goal is always preservation, not replacement. When stones have shifted or sunken, careful repositioning and stabilization techniques are used to help protect the marker
while respecting its original placement. Broken stones are repaired whenever possible, using methods intended to preserve the historic material rather than erase it. While
our Association does not take on monument cleaning itself, we encourage families to use safe, non-invasive cleaning practices when caring for loved ones’ stones. Gentle
tools and appropriate solutions can remove dirt or biological growth without damaging the surface. Just as important, we work to share information about proper cemetery
care so that well-meaning efforts do not accidentally cause harm.

One of our Association’s most meaningful preservation tools is the use of supplemental preservation markers. These markers are created to reflect, word for word, the
original inscriptions on historic monuments that may be deteriorating. They do not replace the original stones. Instead, they stand as respectful companions, helping make
names, dates, and legacies readable for visitors while the original monuments remain protected in place.

This effort has also brought the community closer together. Families with ancestral ties to the cemetery have shared personal knowledge, resources, and encouragement.
Local historians and preservation-minded volunteers have offered guidance to help the work follow good practices. Together, these contributions have turned monument
preservation into a shared act of remembrance and care.

DIXIE G. GRIFFITH
MAR. 13, 1879
SEPT. 30, 1880
DAUGHTER OF J. T AND CALLIE GRIFFITH
DEAR LITTLE ONE
REST I PEACE

The impact goes beyond the stones themselves. When a name becomes readable again or an inscription is documented before it fades, a piece of local history is brought
back into view. Visitors can better understand the lives represented there and the role those individuals played in the story of the community. In that way, every repaired
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small, community-led efforts can make a lasting difference. The project has not depended on large institutional funding. It has grown through dedication, education, private
donations, volunteer time, and a shared belief that local history matters. This kind of stewardship is what keeps a place like the Old Saltillo Cemetery meaningful for
generations to come.

With your continued financial support, our Association plans for ongoing maintenance, documentation, preservation, and education. The hope is to encourage more families
and younger generations to take an interest in cemetery care and local history. Preservation is not a one-time project; it is a continuing commitment. By preserving its
monuments, the Old Saltillo Cemetery is preserving far more than stone. It is safeguarding memory, identity, and heritage. Each marker stands as a tribute to an individual
life and as a sign of a community that refuses to let its history fade.
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pristine condition. If you are unable to attend this
year's Memorial Day Program, please consider
making a financial contribution to the Old Saltillo
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At any time of year, in memory / honor of your friends,
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donation to OSCA. Honorees or their family members
will be notified of your contribution. Your tax-
deductible donations may be mailed to the address at
the top of this newsletter.

Thank you!
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The Old Saltillo Cemetery will again take part in
Wreaths Across America in December of 2026,
joining more than 2,100 other locations across the
United States, at sea and abroad by participating in
this meaningful show of honor and respect for
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Please mark your calendars to attend the Old Saltillo
Cemetery WAA program and wreath-laying on
Saturday, December 19, 2026 at 11:00 am. Program
and wreath purchase details are forthcoming.
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Information Requested

Association members, if you have information
regarding the placement of a monument in the
northeast corner of the cemetery with the inscription
HUGH HUDSON and referencing the Texas
reconstruction period, please contact Ryan Agee at
rtagee77@outlook.com. The Board of Directors is
responsible for maintaining interment records of the
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Historic Texas Cemetery designation, which
ensures that these spaces are formally recognized
and preserved for future generations. Equally
important is her commitment to outreach and
education. Hammons has led training sessions and
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them with the tools needed to care for historic
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history.
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has contributed to broader preservation efforts
through service on the Texas Heritage Online
Board and participation in national initiatives such
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Committee. These roles underscore her leadership
in advancing best practices for collections care,
access, and preservation. Through nearly two
decades of service, Carlyn has made a lasting
impact on the preservation of Texas history. Her
work continues to strengthen connections between
people and place - ensuring that the stories
embedded in Texas’s historic sites, landscapes,
and cemeteries are not only protected, but also
shared and celebrated for generations to come.
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Saving the Stories Written in Stone

Tucked among the rolling landscapes of northeast Texas, the Old Salltillo Cemetery is more than a quiet resting place. It is a living record of the families, veterans, early
settlers, and community members who helped shape Saltillo and the surrounding area. Its weathered headstones and historic monuments tell stories that deserve to be
remembered, and the Old Saltillo Cemetery Association is working to make sure those stories are not lost to time.

Many of our cemetery’s monuments are more than a century old. Over time, exposure to sun, rain, shifting soil, and natural deterioration has left some stones cracked,
leaning, sunken, or difficult to read. In some cases, the names and inscriptions that connect us to those buried there were at risk of fading from view. Recognizing that
urgency, our Association has focused on thoughtful preservation efforts that stabilize and protect fragile markers while honoring the original craftsmanship. A major part of
this work begins with documentation. Volunteers photograph monuments, record inscriptions, and note each marker’s location and condition. This careful recordkeeping
helps guide restoration decisions today and creates an archive for future generations. Even when a stone becomes harder to read with age, the information it carries can still
be preserved.

Our Association recognizes that cemetery monuments are the personal property of the families of those interred. At the same time, many people remembered at the Old
Saltillo Cemetery no longer have relatives nearby to care for their markers. In those situations, we feel a responsibility to step in for the sake of historical preservation. The
goal is always preservation, not replacement. When stones have shifted or sunken, careful repositioning and stabilization techniques are used to help protect the marker
while respecting its original placement. Broken stones are repaired whenever possible, using methods intended to preserve the historic material rather than erase it. While
our Association does not take on monument cleaning itself, we encourage families to use safe, non-invasive cleaning practices when caring for loved ones’ stones. Gentle
tools and appropriate solutions can remove dirt or biological growth without damaging the surface. Just as important, we work to share information about proper cemetery
care so that well-meaning efforts do not accidentally cause harm.

One of our Association’s most meaningful preservation tools is the use of supplemental preservation markers. These markers are created to reflect, word for word, the
original inscriptions on historic monuments that may be deteriorating. They do not replace the original stones. Instead, they stand as respectful companions, helping make
names, dates, and legacies readable for visitors while the original monuments remain protected in place.

This effort has also brought the community closer together. Families with ancestral ties to the cemetery have shared personal knowledge, resources, and encouragement.
Local historians and preservation-minded volunteers have offered guidance to help the work follow good practices. Together, these contributions have turned monument
preservation into a shared act of remembrance and care.

DIXIE G. GRIFFITH
MAR. 13, 1879
SEPT. 30, 1880
DAUGHTER OF J. T AND CALLIE GRIFFITH
DEAR LITTLE ONE
REST I PEACE

The impact goes beyond the stones themselves. When a name becomes readable again or an inscription is documented before it fades, a piece of local history is brought
back into view. Visitors can better understand the lives represented there and the role those individuals played in the story of the community. In that way, every repaired
marker, every recorded inscription, and every preservation marker helps keep the past connected to the present. Our work at the Old Salltillo Cemetery is a reminder that
small, community-led efforts can make a lasting difference. The project has not depended on large institutional funding. It has grown through dedication, education, private
donations, volunteer time, and a shared belief that local history matters. This kind of stewardship is what keeps a place like the Old Saltillo Cemetery meaningful for
generations to come.

With your continued financial support, our Association plans for ongoing maintenance, documentation, preservation, and education. The hope is to encourage more families
and younger generations to take an interest in cemetery care and local history. Preservation is not a one-time project; it is a continuing commitment. By preserving its
monuments, the Old Saltillo Cemetery is preserving far more than stone. It is safeguarding memory, identity, and heritage. Each marker stands as a tribute to an individual
life and as a sign of a community that refuses to let its history fade.

Kathy Whitten Patterson — OSCA Historian

Financial Support

Your support is essential to keeping the cemetery in
pristine condition. If you are unable to attend this
year's Memorial Day Program, please consider
making a financial contribution to the Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association, a 501 (c) (13) organization.

At any time of year, in memory / honor of your friends,
family and loved ones, please also consider a
donation to OSCA. Honorees or their family members
will be notified of your contribution. Your tax-
deductible donations may be mailed to the address at
the top of this newsletter.

Thank you!

Wreaths Across America

The Old Saltillo Cemetery will again take part in
Wreaths Across America in December of 2026,
joining more than 2,100 other locations across the
United States, at sea and abroad by participating in
this meaningful show of honor and respect for
veterans interred within our cemetery.

Please mark your calendars to attend the Old Saltillo
Cemetery WAA program and wreath-laying on
Saturday, December 19, 2026 at 11:00 am. Program
and wreath purchase details are forthcoming.

Lucas Dennis & Kathy Whitten Patterson

Information Requested

Association members, if you have information
regarding the placement of a monument in the
northeast corner of the cemetery with the inscription
HUGH HUDSON and referencing the Texas
reconstruction period, please contact Ryan Agee at
rtagee77@outlook.com. The Board of Directors is
responsible for maintaining interment records of the
Old Saltillo Cemetery. We have extensive interment
records (for both marked and unmarked graves)
dating to the 1870s, but we currently have no record
of Hugh Hudson buried in our cemetery.

OSCA Board of Directors
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Words From Qur President

Hello and welcome to this 20t edition of the OSCA
newsletter. As a reminder, between newsletters, we
invite you to keep up with the Old Saltillo Cemetery
and community events on Facebook at
facebook.com/oldsaltillocemetery and our website at
www.oldsaltillocemetery.com.

We're finalizing plans for the annual Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association Business Meeting and
Memorial Day Program, to be held at 10:30 a.m.,
Sunday, July 19, 2026, in the Old Saltillo United
Methodist Church, located at 664 County Road 3357,
Saltillo, Texas.

Our program will begin with congregational singing
led by Judge Brad Cummings. The opening
ceremony will be followed by a brief business
meeting that includes a formal report of the activities
of the Board of Directors, the financial position of the
Association, plans for the coming year, and the
election of three Board of Director members for the
2026-2029 term.

Keeping with our long-standing tradition, a Memorial
Program eulogizing loved ones buried in the Old
Saltillo Cemetery will be presented by Kelli McAfee
Tarver and Ginny Agee Doyle. Family members
present are asked to stand during the reading of a
short verse, as a star is symbolically placed in
remembrance of loved ones.

We are delighted to welcome Carlyn Hammons of the
Texas Historical Commission to provide this year's
keynote address. Judge Cummings, Haydn
Cummings and pianist, Lynda Davidson, will round
out the program with more congregational singing
and featured specials. Following the program, a
buffet lunch will be served in the air-conditioned Kirby
Memorial Center. You are encouraged to bring some
of your favorite dishes... enough to feed all in your
party and share some with others. All eating utensils,
plates, iced drinks, and coffee will be provided.

Whether you can attend in person, or must support
from afar, your essential, tax-deductible financial
support is deeply appreciated, to keep the Old Salltillo
Cemetery grounds beautiful.

Vivian Dennis-Monzingo, OSCA President

Speaker Spotlight: Carlyn Hammons

Carlyn Copeland Hammons has dedicated much of
her professional career to preserving and sharing
Texas history through her work with the Texas
Historical Commission (THC). Since joining the
agency in 2005, she has built a reputation as a
knowledgeable and committed public historian,
contributing to a wide range of programs that support
communities, museums, and historic resources
across the state.

Over the years, Carlyn has served in several roles
within the Commission, including work with the
Museum Services Program, the National Register of
Historic Places, and, most notably, the Cemetery
Preservation Program. In previous positions at the
THC, she helped identify, document, and preserve a
broad array of Texas's historic resources through
nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places and traveled to hundreds of local history
museums across the state to conduct trainings,
consultations, and resource assessments.

Today, Carlyn continues her service as a historian
within the THC's History Programs Division,
managing the Historic Texas Cemetery designation
program and providing technical assistance to those
seeking to preserve historic burial grounds.

A native of Victoria, Texas, Carlyn brings a personal
connection to her work preserving local heritage. She
holds a master’s degree in public history from Texas
State University-San Marcos, a foundation that has
guided her approach to making history accessible
and meaningful to communities throughout Texas.
Active in the Texas public history field since 2001,
she has also worked as an oral historian on projects
with Texas Parks and Wildlife and NASA’s Johnson
Space Center and coordinated historical exhibits for
the former Aquarena Springs and the Texas Medical
Association.

Carlyn is perhaps best known for her contributions to
cemetery preservation—an area that highlights the
powerful intersection of history, genealogy, and
community identity. Through her work, she has
helped support the documentation and stewardship
of thousands of historic cemeteries, guiding local

groups in researching, protecting, and interpreting
these important cultural sites. She has been
instrumental in advancing programs such as the
Historic Texas Cemetery designation, which
ensures that these spaces are formally recognized
and preserved for future generations. Equally
important is her commitment to outreach and
education. Hammons has led training sessions and
workshops for museum professionals, preservation
advocates, and community volunteers, equipping
them with the tools needed to care for historic
resources in their own communities. Her work
emphasizes collaboration, empowering Texans to
take an active role in preserving their shared
history.

Beyond her work at the Commission, Hammons
has contributed to broader preservation efforts
through service on the Texas Heritage Online
Board and participation in national initiatives such
as the Connecting to Collections Grants Oversight
Committee. These roles underscore her leadership
in advancing best practices for collections care,
access, and preservation. Through nearly two
decades of service, Carlyn has made a lasting
impact on the preservation of Texas history. Her
work continues to strengthen connections between
people and place - ensuring that the stories
embedded in Texas’s historic sites, landscapes,
and cemeteries are not only protected, but also
shared and celebrated for generations to come.

We couldn’'t be more pleased to welcome Carlyn
Hammons as our featured speaker for the Old
Saltillo Cemetery 2026 Memorial Day Program, and
we're delighted that she'll be providing live
monument cleaning/care instruction for those
interested in reviving their family monuments.

OSCA Board of Directors

In Memory

The following individuals have been laid to rest in
the Old Saltillo Cemetery since last publication:

Michael Patrick Murphy
July 2, 1943 - August 18, 2020

James Joseph Murphy
January 26, 1947 - May 19, 2022
Roy “Mike” Tubesing
December 28, 1944 - November 8, 2025

Elizabeth Wilburn
November 25, 1947 - March 4, 2026

Allen Wade Hill
June 18, 1963 - March 16, 2026

Donald Vere Carr
October 18, 1946 - January 30, 2026

Lillie Delores Renshaw
June 29, 1938 - April 1, 2026

Lillian Agnes Shirley Murphy
August 2, 1922 - April 12, 2026

Rex Samuel Norris
June 13, 1934 - May 29, 2026
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Places and traveled to hundreds of local history
museums across the state to conduct trainings,
consultations, and resource assessments.

Today, Carlyn continues her service as a historian
within the THC's History Programs Division,
managing the Historic Texas Cemetery designation
program and providing technical assistance to those
seeking to preserve historic burial grounds.

A native of Victoria, Texas, Carlyn brings a personal
connection to her work preserving local heritage. She
holds a master’s degree in public history from Texas
State University-San Marcos, a foundation that has
guided her approach to making history accessible
and meaningful to communities throughout Texas.
Active in the Texas public history field since 2001,
she has also worked as an oral historian on projects
with Texas Parks and Wildlife and NASA’s Johnson
Space Center and coordinated historical exhibits for
the former Aquarena Springs and the Texas Medical
Association.

Carlyn is perhaps best known for her contributions to
cemetery preservation—an area that highlights the
powerful intersection of history, genealogy, and
community identity. Through her work, she has
helped support the documentation and stewardship
of thousands of historic cemeteries, guiding local

groups in researching, protecting, and interpreting
these important cultural sites. She has been
instrumental in advancing programs such as the
Historic Texas Cemetery designation, which
ensures that these spaces are formally recognized
and preserved for future generations. Equally
important is her commitment to outreach and
education. Hammons has led training sessions and
workshops for museum professionals, preservation
advocates, and community volunteers, equipping
them with the tools needed to care for historic
resources in their own communities. Her work
emphasizes collaboration, empowering Texans to
take an active role in preserving their shared
history.

Beyond her work at the Commission, Hammons
has contributed to broader preservation efforts
through service on the Texas Heritage Online
Board and participation in national initiatives such
as the Connecting to Collections Grants Oversight
Committee. These roles underscore her leadership
in advancing best practices for collections care,
access, and preservation. Through nearly two
decades of service, Carlyn has made a lasting
impact on the preservation of Texas history. Her
work continues to strengthen connections between
people and place - ensuring that the stories
embedded in Texas’s historic sites, landscapes,
and cemeteries are not only protected, but also
shared and celebrated for generations to come.

We couldn’'t be more pleased to welcome Carlyn
Hammons as our featured speaker for the Old
Saltillo Cemetery 2026 Memorial Day Program, and
we're delighted that she'll be providing live
monument cleaning/care instruction for those
interested in reviving their family monuments.

OSCA Board of Directors

In Memory

The following individuals have been laid to rest in
the Old Saltillo Cemetery since last publication:

Michael Patrick Murphy
July 2, 1943 - August 18, 2020

James Joseph Murphy
January 26, 1947 - May 19, 2022
Roy “Mike” Tubesing
December 28, 1944 - November 8, 2025

Elizabeth Wilburn
November 25, 1947 - March 4, 2026

Allen Wade Hill
June 18, 1963 - March 16, 2026

Donald Vere Carr
October 18, 1946 - January 30, 2026

Lillie Delores Renshaw
June 29, 1938 - April 1, 2026

Lillian Agnes Shirley Murphy
August 2, 1922 - April 12, 2026

Rex Samuel Norris
June 13, 1934 - May 29, 2026




Saving the Stories Written in Stone

Tucked among the rolling landscapes of northeast Texas, the Old Salltillo Cemetery is more than a quiet resting place. It is a living record of the families, veterans, early
settlers, and community members who helped shape Saltillo and the surrounding area. Its weathered headstones and historic monuments tell stories that deserve to be
remembered, and the Old Saltillo Cemetery Association is working to make sure those stories are not lost to time.

Many of our cemetery’s monuments are more than a century old. Over time, exposure to sun, rain, shifting soil, and natural deterioration has left some stones cracked,
leaning, sunken, or difficult to read. In some cases, the names and inscriptions that connect us to those buried there were at risk of fading from view. Recognizing that
urgency, our Association has focused on thoughtful preservation efforts that stabilize and protect fragile markers while honoring the original craftsmanship. A major part of
this work begins with documentation. Volunteers photograph monuments, record inscriptions, and note each marker’s location and condition. This careful recordkeeping
helps guide restoration decisions today and creates an archive for future generations. Even when a stone becomes harder to read with age, the information it carries can still
be preserved.

Our Association recognizes that cemetery monuments are the personal property of the families of those interred. At the same time, many people remembered at the Old
Saltillo Cemetery no longer have relatives nearby to care for their markers. In those situations, we feel a responsibility to step in for the sake of historical preservation. The
goal is always preservation, not replacement. When stones have shifted or sunken, careful repositioning and stabilization techniques are used to help protect the marker
while respecting its original placement. Broken stones are repaired whenever possible, using methods intended to preserve the historic material rather than erase it. While
our Association does not take on monument cleaning itself, we encourage families to use safe, non-invasive cleaning practices when caring for loved ones’ stones. Gentle
tools and appropriate solutions can remove dirt or biological growth without damaging the surface. Just as important, we work to share information about proper cemetery
care so that well-meaning efforts do not accidentally cause harm.

One of our Association’s most meaningful preservation tools is the use of supplemental preservation markers. These markers are created to reflect, word for word, the
original inscriptions on historic monuments that may be deteriorating. They do not replace the original stones. Instead, they stand as respectful companions, helping make
names, dates, and legacies readable for visitors while the original monuments remain protected in place.

This effort has also brought the community closer together. Families with ancestral ties to the cemetery have shared personal knowledge, resources, and encouragement.
Local historians and preservation-minded volunteers have offered guidance to help the work follow good practices. Together, these contributions have turned monument
preservation into a shared act of remembrance and care.

DIXIE G. GRIFFITH
MAR. 13, 1879
SEPT. 30, 1880
DAUGHTER OF J. T AND CALLIE GRIFFITH
DEAR LITTLE ONE
REST I PEACE

The impact goes beyond the stones themselves. When a name becomes readable again or an inscription is documented before it fades, a piece of local history is brought
back into view. Visitors can better understand the lives represented there and the role those individuals played in the story of the community. In that way, every repaired
marker, every recorded inscription, and every preservation marker helps keep the past connected to the present. Our work at the Old Salltillo Cemetery is a reminder that
small, community-led efforts can make a lasting difference. The project has not depended on large institutional funding. It has grown through dedication, education, private
donations, volunteer time, and a shared belief that local history matters. This kind of stewardship is what keeps a place like the Old Saltillo Cemetery meaningful for
generations to come.

With your continued financial support, our Association plans for ongoing maintenance, documentation, preservation, and education. The hope is to encourage more families
and younger generations to take an interest in cemetery care and local history. Preservation is not a one-time project; it is a continuing commitment. By preserving its
monuments, the Old Saltillo Cemetery is preserving far more than stone. It is safeguarding memory, identity, and heritage. Each marker stands as a tribute to an individual
life and as a sign of a community that refuses to let its history fade.

Kathy Whitten Patterson — OSCA Historian

Financial Support

Your support is essential to keeping the cemetery in
pristine condition. If you are unable to attend this
year's Memorial Day Program, please consider
making a financial contribution to the Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association, a 501 (c) (13) organization.

At any time of year, in memory / honor of your friends,
family and loved ones, please also consider a
donation to OSCA. Honorees or their family members
will be notified of your contribution. Your tax-
deductible donations may be mailed to the address at
the top of this newsletter.

Thank you!

Wreaths Across America

The Old Saltillo Cemetery will again take part in
Wreaths Across America in December of 2026,
joining more than 2,100 other locations across the
United States, at sea and abroad by participating in
this meaningful show of honor and respect for
veterans interred within our cemetery.

Please mark your calendars to attend the Old Saltillo
Cemetery WAA program and wreath-laying on
Saturday, December 19, 2026 at 11:00 am. Program
and wreath purchase details are forthcoming.

Lucas Dennis & Kathy Whitten Patterson

Information Requested

Association members, if you have information
regarding the placement of a monument in the
northeast corner of the cemetery with the inscription
HUGH HUDSON and referencing the Texas
reconstruction period, please contact Ryan Agee at
rtagee77@outlook.com. The Board of Directors is
responsible for maintaining interment records of the
Old Saltillo Cemetery. We have extensive interment
records (for both marked and unmarked graves)
dating to the 1870s, but we currently have no record
of Hugh Hudson buried in our cemetery.

OSCA Board of Directors
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Words From Qur President

Hello and welcome to this 20t edition of the OSCA
newsletter. As a reminder, between newsletters, we
invite you to keep up with the Old Saltillo Cemetery
and community events on Facebook at
facebook.com/oldsaltillocemetery and our website at
www.oldsaltillocemetery.com.

We're finalizing plans for the annual Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association Business Meeting and
Memorial Day Program, to be held at 10:30 a.m.,
Sunday, July 19, 2026, in the Old Saltillo United
Methodist Church, located at 664 County Road 3357,
Saltillo, Texas.

Our program will begin with congregational singing
led by Judge Brad Cummings. The opening
ceremony will be followed by a brief business
meeting that includes a formal report of the activities
of the Board of Directors, the financial position of the
Association, plans for the coming year, and the
election of three Board of Director members for the
2026-2029 term.

Keeping with our long-standing tradition, a Memorial
Program eulogizing loved ones buried in the Old
Saltillo Cemetery will be presented by Kelli McAfee
Tarver and Ginny Agee Doyle. Family members
present are asked to stand during the reading of a
short verse, as a star is symbolically placed in
remembrance of loved ones.

We are delighted to welcome Carlyn Hammons of the
Texas Historical Commission to provide this year's
keynote address. Judge Cummings, Haydn
Cummings and pianist, Lynda Davidson, will round
out the program with more congregational singing
and featured specials. Following the program, a
buffet lunch will be served in the air-conditioned Kirby
Memorial Center. You are encouraged to bring some
of your favorite dishes... enough to feed all in your
party and share some with others. All eating utensils,
plates, iced drinks, and coffee will be provided.

Whether you can attend in person, or must support
from afar, your essential, tax-deductible financial
support is deeply appreciated, to keep the Old Salltillo
Cemetery grounds beautiful.

Vivian Dennis-Monzingo, OSCA President

Speaker Spotlight: Carlyn Hammons

Carlyn Copeland Hammons has dedicated much of
her professional career to preserving and sharing
Texas history through her work with the Texas
Historical Commission (THC). Since joining the
agency in 2005, she has built a reputation as a
knowledgeable and committed public historian,
contributing to a wide range of programs that support
communities, museums, and historic resources
across the state.

Over the years, Carlyn has served in several roles
within the Commission, including work with the
Museum Services Program, the National Register of
Historic Places, and, most notably, the Cemetery
Preservation Program. In previous positions at the
THC, she helped identify, document, and preserve a
broad array of Texas's historic resources through
nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places and traveled to hundreds of local history
museums across the state to conduct trainings,
consultations, and resource assessments.

Today, Carlyn continues her service as a historian
within the THC's History Programs Division,
managing the Historic Texas Cemetery designation
program and providing technical assistance to those
seeking to preserve historic burial grounds.

A native of Victoria, Texas, Carlyn brings a personal
connection to her work preserving local heritage. She
holds a master’s degree in public history from Texas
State University-San Marcos, a foundation that has
guided her approach to making history accessible
and meaningful to communities throughout Texas.
Active in the Texas public history field since 2001,
she has also worked as an oral historian on projects
with Texas Parks and Wildlife and NASA’s Johnson
Space Center and coordinated historical exhibits for
the former Aquarena Springs and the Texas Medical
Association.

Carlyn is perhaps best known for her contributions to
cemetery preservation—an area that highlights the
powerful intersection of history, genealogy, and
community identity. Through her work, she has
helped support the documentation and stewardship
of thousands of historic cemeteries, guiding local

groups in researching, protecting, and interpreting
these important cultural sites. She has been
instrumental in advancing programs such as the
Historic Texas Cemetery designation, which
ensures that these spaces are formally recognized
and preserved for future generations. Equally
important is her commitment to outreach and
education. Hammons has led training sessions and
workshops for museum professionals, preservation
advocates, and community volunteers, equipping
them with the tools needed to care for historic
resources in their own communities. Her work
emphasizes collaboration, empowering Texans to
take an active role in preserving their shared
history.

Beyond her work at the Commission, Hammons
has contributed to broader preservation efforts
through service on the Texas Heritage Online
Board and participation in national initiatives such
as the Connecting to Collections Grants Oversight
Committee. These roles underscore her leadership
in advancing best practices for collections care,
access, and preservation. Through nearly two
decades of service, Carlyn has made a lasting
impact on the preservation of Texas history. Her
work continues to strengthen connections between
people and place - ensuring that the stories
embedded in Texas’s historic sites, landscapes,
and cemeteries are not only protected, but also
shared and celebrated for generations to come.

We couldn’'t be more pleased to welcome Carlyn
Hammons as our featured speaker for the Old
Saltillo Cemetery 2026 Memorial Day Program, and
we're delighted that she'll be providing live
monument cleaning/care instruction for those
interested in reviving their family monuments.

OSCA Board of Directors

In Memory

The following individuals have been laid to rest in
the Old Saltillo Cemetery since last publication:

Michael Patrick Murphy
July 2, 1943 - August 18, 2020

James Joseph Murphy
January 26, 1947 - May 19, 2022
Roy “Mike” Tubesing
December 28, 1944 - November 8, 2025

Elizabeth Wilburn
November 25, 1947 - March 4, 2026

Allen Wade Hill
June 18, 1963 - March 16, 2026

Donald Vere Carr
October 18, 1946 - January 30, 2026

Lillie Delores Renshaw
June 29, 1938 - April 1, 2026

Lillian Agnes Shirley Murphy
August 2, 1922 - April 12, 2026

Rex Samuel Norris
June 13, 1934 - May 29, 2026




Saving the Stories Written in Stone

Tucked among the rolling landscapes of northeast Texas, the Old Salltillo Cemetery is more than a quiet resting place. It is a living record of the families, veterans, early
settlers, and community members who helped shape Saltillo and the surrounding area. Its weathered headstones and historic monuments tell stories that deserve to be
remembered, and the Old Saltillo Cemetery Association is working to make sure those stories are not lost to time.

Many of our cemetery’s monuments are more than a century old. Over time, exposure to sun, rain, shifting soil, and natural deterioration has left some stones cracked,
leaning, sunken, or difficult to read. In some cases, the names and inscriptions that connect us to those buried there were at risk of fading from view. Recognizing that
urgency, our Association has focused on thoughtful preservation efforts that stabilize and protect fragile markers while honoring the original craftsmanship. A major part of
this work begins with documentation. Volunteers photograph monuments, record inscriptions, and note each marker’s location and condition. This careful recordkeeping
helps guide restoration decisions today and creates an archive for future generations. Even when a stone becomes harder to read with age, the information it carries can still
be preserved.

Our Association recognizes that cemetery monuments are the personal property of the families of those interred. At the same time, many people remembered at the Old
Saltillo Cemetery no longer have relatives nearby to care for their markers. In those situations, we feel a responsibility to step in for the sake of historical preservation. The
goal is always preservation, not replacement. When stones have shifted or sunken, careful repositioning and stabilization techniques are used to help protect the marker
while respecting its original placement. Broken stones are repaired whenever possible, using methods intended to preserve the historic material rather than erase it. While
our Association does not take on monument cleaning itself, we encourage families to use safe, non-invasive cleaning practices when caring for loved ones’ stones. Gentle
tools and appropriate solutions can remove dirt or biological growth without damaging the surface. Just as important, we work to share information about proper cemetery
care so that well-meaning efforts do not accidentally cause harm.

One of our Association’s most meaningful preservation tools is the use of supplemental preservation markers. These markers are created to reflect, word for word, the
original inscriptions on historic monuments that may be deteriorating. They do not replace the original stones. Instead, they stand as respectful companions, helping make
names, dates, and legacies readable for visitors while the original monuments remain protected in place.

This effort has also brought the community closer together. Families with ancestral ties to the cemetery have shared personal knowledge, resources, and encouragement.
Local historians and preservation-minded volunteers have offered guidance to help the work follow good practices. Together, these contributions have turned monument
preservation into a shared act of remembrance and care.
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The impact goes beyond the stones themselves. When a name becomes readable again or an inscription is documented before it fades, a piece of local history is brought
back into view. Visitors can better understand the lives represented there and the role those individuals played in the story of the community. In that way, every repaired
marker, every recorded inscription, and every preservation marker helps keep the past connected to the present. Our work at the Old Salltillo Cemetery is a reminder that
small, community-led efforts can make a lasting difference. The project has not depended on large institutional funding. It has grown through dedication, education, private
donations, volunteer time, and a shared belief that local history matters. This kind of stewardship is what keeps a place like the Old Saltillo Cemetery meaningful for
generations to come.

With your continued financial support, our Association plans for ongoing maintenance, documentation, preservation, and education. The hope is to encourage more families
and younger generations to take an interest in cemetery care and local history. Preservation is not a one-time project; it is a continuing commitment. By preserving its
monuments, the Old Saltillo Cemetery is preserving far more than stone. It is safeguarding memory, identity, and heritage. Each marker stands as a tribute to an individual
life and as a sign of a community that refuses to let its history fade.

Kathy Whitten Patterson — OSCA Historian

Financial Support

Your support is essential to keeping the cemetery in
pristine condition. If you are unable to attend this
year's Memorial Day Program, please consider
making a financial contribution to the Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association, a 501 (c) (13) organization.

At any time of year, in memory / honor of your friends,
family and loved ones, please also consider a
donation to OSCA. Honorees or their family members
will be notified of your contribution. Your tax-
deductible donations may be mailed to the address at
the top of this newsletter.

Thank you!

Wreaths Across America

The Old Saltillo Cemetery will again take part in
Wreaths Across America in December of 2026,
joining more than 2,100 other locations across the
United States, at sea and abroad by participating in
this meaningful show of honor and respect for
veterans interred within our cemetery.

Please mark your calendars to attend the Old Saltillo
Cemetery WAA program and wreath-laying on
Saturday, December 19, 2026 at 11:00 am. Program
and wreath purchase details are forthcoming.

Lucas Dennis & Kathy Whitten Patterson

Information Requested

Association members, if you have information
regarding the placement of a monument in the
northeast corner of the cemetery with the inscription
HUGH HUDSON and referencing the Texas
reconstruction period, please contact Ryan Agee at
rtagee77@outlook.com. The Board of Directors is
responsible for maintaining interment records of the
Old Saltillo Cemetery. We have extensive interment
records (for both marked and unmarked graves)
dating to the 1870s, but we currently have no record
of Hugh Hudson buried in our cemetery.
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newsletter. As a reminder, between newsletters, we
invite you to keep up with the Old Saltillo Cemetery
and community events on Facebook at
facebook.com/oldsaltillocemetery and our website at
www.oldsaltillocemetery.com.

We're finalizing plans for the annual Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association Business Meeting and
Memorial Day Program, to be held at 10:30 a.m.,
Sunday, July 19, 2026, in the Old Saltillo United
Methodist Church, located at 664 County Road 3357,
Saltillo, Texas.

Our program will begin with congregational singing
led by Judge Brad Cummings. The opening
ceremony will be followed by a brief business
meeting that includes a formal report of the activities
of the Board of Directors, the financial position of the
Association, plans for the coming year, and the
election of three Board of Director members for the
2026-2029 term.

Keeping with our long-standing tradition, a Memorial
Program eulogizing loved ones buried in the Old
Saltillo Cemetery will be presented by Kelli McAfee
Tarver and Ginny Agee Doyle. Family members
present are asked to stand during the reading of a
short verse, as a star is symbolically placed in
remembrance of loved ones.

We are delighted to welcome Carlyn Hammons of the
Texas Historical Commission to provide this year's
keynote address. Judge Cummings, Haydn
Cummings and pianist, Lynda Davidson, will round
out the program with more congregational singing
and featured specials. Following the program, a
buffet lunch will be served in the air-conditioned Kirby
Memorial Center. You are encouraged to bring some
of your favorite dishes... enough to feed all in your
party and share some with others. All eating utensils,
plates, iced drinks, and coffee will be provided.

Whether you can attend in person, or must support
from afar, your essential, tax-deductible financial
support is deeply appreciated, to keep the Old Salltillo
Cemetery grounds beautiful.

Vivian Dennis-Monzingo, OSCA President

Speaker Spotlight: Carlyn Hammons

Carlyn Copeland Hammons has dedicated much of
her professional career to preserving and sharing
Texas history through her work with the Texas
Historical Commission (THC). Since joining the
agency in 2005, she has built a reputation as a
knowledgeable and committed public historian,
contributing to a wide range of programs that support
communities, museums, and historic resources
across the state.

Over the years, Carlyn has served in several roles
within the Commission, including work with the
Museum Services Program, the National Register of
Historic Places, and, most notably, the Cemetery
Preservation Program. In previous positions at the
THC, she helped identify, document, and preserve a
broad array of Texas's historic resources through
nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places and traveled to hundreds of local history
museums across the state to conduct trainings,
consultations, and resource assessments.

Today, Carlyn continues her service as a historian
within the THC's History Programs Division,
managing the Historic Texas Cemetery designation
program and providing technical assistance to those
seeking to preserve historic burial grounds.

A native of Victoria, Texas, Carlyn brings a personal
connection to her work preserving local heritage. She
holds a master’s degree in public history from Texas
State University-San Marcos, a foundation that has
guided her approach to making history accessible
and meaningful to communities throughout Texas.
Active in the Texas public history field since 2001,
she has also worked as an oral historian on projects
with Texas Parks and Wildlife and NASA’s Johnson
Space Center and coordinated historical exhibits for
the former Aquarena Springs and the Texas Medical
Association.

Carlyn is perhaps best known for her contributions to
cemetery preservation—an area that highlights the
powerful intersection of history, genealogy, and
community identity. Through her work, she has
helped support the documentation and stewardship
of thousands of historic cemeteries, guiding local

groups in researching, protecting, and interpreting
these important cultural sites. She has been
instrumental in advancing programs such as the
Historic Texas Cemetery designation, which
ensures that these spaces are formally recognized
and preserved for future generations. Equally
important is her commitment to outreach and
education. Hammons has led training sessions and
workshops for museum professionals, preservation
advocates, and community volunteers, equipping
them with the tools needed to care for historic
resources in their own communities. Her work
emphasizes collaboration, empowering Texans to
take an active role in preserving their shared
history.

Beyond her work at the Commission, Hammons
has contributed to broader preservation efforts
through service on the Texas Heritage Online
Board and participation in national initiatives such
as the Connecting to Collections Grants Oversight
Committee. These roles underscore her leadership
in advancing best practices for collections care,
access, and preservation. Through nearly two
decades of service, Carlyn has made a lasting
impact on the preservation of Texas history. Her
work continues to strengthen connections between
people and place - ensuring that the stories
embedded in Texas’s historic sites, landscapes,
and cemeteries are not only protected, but also
shared and celebrated for generations to come.

We couldn’'t be more pleased to welcome Carlyn
Hammons as our featured speaker for the Old
Saltillo Cemetery 2026 Memorial Day Program, and
we're delighted that she'll be providing live
monument cleaning/care instruction for those
interested in reviving their family monuments.
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The following individuals have been laid to rest in
the Old Saltillo Cemetery since last publication:
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July 2, 1943 - August 18, 2020
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January 26, 1947 - May 19, 2022
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December 28, 1944 - November 8, 2025
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June 18, 1963 - March 16, 2026
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June 29, 1938 - April 1, 2026

Lillian Agnes Shirley Murphy
August 2, 1922 - April 12, 2026

Rex Samuel Norris
June 13, 1934 - May 29, 2026




Saving the Stories Written in Stone

Tucked among the rolling landscapes of northeast Texas, the Old Salltillo Cemetery is more than a quiet resting place. It is a living record of the families, veterans, early
settlers, and community members who helped shape Saltillo and the surrounding area. Its weathered headstones and historic monuments tell stories that deserve to be
remembered, and the Old Saltillo Cemetery Association is working to make sure those stories are not lost to time.

Many of our cemetery’s monuments are more than a century old. Over time, exposure to sun, rain, shifting soil, and natural deterioration has left some stones cracked,
leaning, sunken, or difficult to read. In some cases, the names and inscriptions that connect us to those buried there were at risk of fading from view. Recognizing that
urgency, our Association has focused on thoughtful preservation efforts that stabilize and protect fragile markers while honoring the original craftsmanship. A major part of
this work begins with documentation. Volunteers photograph monuments, record inscriptions, and note each marker’s location and condition. This careful recordkeeping
helps guide restoration decisions today and creates an archive for future generations. Even when a stone becomes harder to read with age, the information it carries can still
be preserved.

Our Association recognizes that cemetery monuments are the personal property of the families of those interred. At the same time, many people remembered at the Old
Saltillo Cemetery no longer have relatives nearby to care for their markers. In those situations, we feel a responsibility to step in for the sake of historical preservation. The
goal is always preservation, not replacement. When stones have shifted or sunken, careful repositioning and stabilization techniques are used to help protect the marker
while respecting its original placement. Broken stones are repaired whenever possible, using methods intended to preserve the historic material rather than erase it. While
our Association does not take on monument cleaning itself, we encourage families to use safe, non-invasive cleaning practices when caring for loved ones’ stones. Gentle
tools and appropriate solutions can remove dirt or biological growth without damaging the surface. Just as important, we work to share information about proper cemetery
care so that well-meaning efforts do not accidentally cause harm.

One of our Association’s most meaningful preservation tools is the use of supplemental preservation markers. These markers are created to reflect, word for word, the
original inscriptions on historic monuments that may be deteriorating. They do not replace the original stones. Instead, they stand as respectful companions, helping make
names, dates, and legacies readable for visitors while the original monuments remain protected in place.

This effort has also brought the community closer together. Families with ancestral ties to the cemetery have shared personal knowledge, resources, and encouragement.
Local historians and preservation-minded volunteers have offered guidance to help the work follow good practices. Together, these contributions have turned monument
preservation into a shared act of remembrance and care.
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The impact goes beyond the stones themselves. When a name becomes readable again or an inscription is documented before it fades, a piece of local history is brought
back into view. Visitors can better understand the lives represented there and the role those individuals played in the story of the community. In that way, every repaired
marker, every recorded inscription, and every preservation marker helps keep the past connected to the present. Our work at the Old Salltillo Cemetery is a reminder that
small, community-led efforts can make a lasting difference. The project has not depended on large institutional funding. It has grown through dedication, education, private
donations, volunteer time, and a shared belief that local history matters. This kind of stewardship is what keeps a place like the Old Saltillo Cemetery meaningful for
generations to come.

With your continued financial support, our Association plans for ongoing maintenance, documentation, preservation, and education. The hope is to encourage more families
and younger generations to take an interest in cemetery care and local history. Preservation is not a one-time project; it is a continuing commitment. By preserving its
monuments, the Old Saltillo Cemetery is preserving far more than stone. It is safeguarding memory, identity, and heritage. Each marker stands as a tribute to an individual
life and as a sign of a community that refuses to let its history fade.

Kathy Whitten Patterson — OSCA Historian

Financial Support

Your support is essential to keeping the cemetery in
pristine condition. If you are unable to attend this
year's Memorial Day Program, please consider
making a financial contribution to the Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association, a 501 (c) (13) organization.

At any time of year, in memory / honor of your friends,
family and loved ones, please also consider a
donation to OSCA. Honorees or their family members
will be notified of your contribution. Your tax-
deductible donations may be mailed to the address at
the top of this newsletter.

Thank you!

Wreaths Across America

The Old Saltillo Cemetery will again take part in
Wreaths Across America in December of 2026,
joining more than 2,100 other locations across the
United States, at sea and abroad by participating in
this meaningful show of honor and respect for
veterans interred within our cemetery.

Please mark your calendars to attend the Old Saltillo
Cemetery WAA program and wreath-laying on
Saturday, December 19, 2026 at 11:00 am. Program
and wreath purchase details are forthcoming.

Lucas Dennis & Kathy Whitten Patterson

Information Requested

Association members, if you have information
regarding the placement of a monument in the
northeast corner of the cemetery with the inscription
HUGH HUDSON and referencing the Texas
reconstruction period, please contact Ryan Agee at
rtagee77@outlook.com. The Board of Directors is
responsible for maintaining interment records of the
Old Saltillo Cemetery. We have extensive interment
records (for both marked and unmarked graves)
dating to the 1870s, but we currently have no record
of Hugh Hudson buried in our cemetery.

OSCA Board of Directors
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Words From Qur President

Hello and welcome to this 20t edition of the OSCA
newsletter. As a reminder, between newsletters, we
invite you to keep up with the Old Saltillo Cemetery
and community events on Facebook at
facebook.com/oldsaltillocemetery and our website at
www.oldsaltillocemetery.com.

We're finalizing plans for the annual Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association Business Meeting and
Memorial Day Program, to be held at 10:30 a.m.,
Sunday, July 19, 2026, in the Old Saltillo United
Methodist Church, located at 664 County Road 3357,
Saltillo, Texas.

Our program will begin with congregational singing
led by Judge Brad Cummings. The opening
ceremony will be followed by a brief business
meeting that includes a formal report of the activities
of the Board of Directors, the financial position of the
Association, plans for the coming year, and the
election of three Board of Director members for the
2026-2029 term.

Keeping with our long-standing tradition, a Memorial
Program eulogizing loved ones buried in the Old
Saltillo Cemetery will be presented by Kelli McAfee
Tarver and Ginny Agee Doyle. Family members
present are asked to stand during the reading of a
short verse, as a star is symbolically placed in
remembrance of loved ones.

We are delighted to welcome Carlyn Hammons of the
Texas Historical Commission to provide this year's
keynote address. Judge Cummings, Haydn
Cummings and pianist, Lynda Davidson, will round
out the program with more congregational singing
and featured specials. Following the program, a
buffet lunch will be served in the air-conditioned Kirby
Memorial Center. You are encouraged to bring some
of your favorite dishes... enough to feed all in your
party and share some with others. All eating utensils,
plates, iced drinks, and coffee will be provided.

Whether you can attend in person, or must support
from afar, your essential, tax-deductible financial
support is deeply appreciated, to keep the Old Salltillo
Cemetery grounds beautiful.

Vivian Dennis-Monzingo, OSCA President

Speaker Spotlight: Carlyn Hammons

Carlyn Copeland Hammons has dedicated much of
her professional career to preserving and sharing
Texas history through her work with the Texas
Historical Commission (THC). Since joining the
agency in 2005, she has built a reputation as a
knowledgeable and committed public historian,
contributing to a wide range of programs that support
communities, museums, and historic resources
across the state.

Over the years, Carlyn has served in several roles
within the Commission, including work with the
Museum Services Program, the National Register of
Historic Places, and, most notably, the Cemetery
Preservation Program. In previous positions at the
THC, she helped identify, document, and preserve a
broad array of Texas's historic resources through
nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places and traveled to hundreds of local history
museums across the state to conduct trainings,
consultations, and resource assessments.

Today, Carlyn continues her service as a historian
within the THC's History Programs Division,
managing the Historic Texas Cemetery designation
program and providing technical assistance to those
seeking to preserve historic burial grounds.

A native of Victoria, Texas, Carlyn brings a personal
connection to her work preserving local heritage. She
holds a master’s degree in public history from Texas
State University-San Marcos, a foundation that has
guided her approach to making history accessible
and meaningful to communities throughout Texas.
Active in the Texas public history field since 2001,
she has also worked as an oral historian on projects
with Texas Parks and Wildlife and NASA’s Johnson
Space Center and coordinated historical exhibits for
the former Aquarena Springs and the Texas Medical
Association.

Carlyn is perhaps best known for her contributions to
cemetery preservation—an area that highlights the
powerful intersection of history, genealogy, and
community identity. Through her work, she has
helped support the documentation and stewardship
of thousands of historic cemeteries, guiding local

groups in researching, protecting, and interpreting
these important cultural sites. She has been
instrumental in advancing programs such as the
Historic Texas Cemetery designation, which
ensures that these spaces are formally recognized
and preserved for future generations. Equally
important is her commitment to outreach and
education. Hammons has led training sessions and
workshops for museum professionals, preservation
advocates, and community volunteers, equipping
them with the tools needed to care for historic
resources in their own communities. Her work
emphasizes collaboration, empowering Texans to
take an active role in preserving their shared
history.

Beyond her work at the Commission, Hammons
has contributed to broader preservation efforts
through service on the Texas Heritage Online
Board and participation in national initiatives such
as the Connecting to Collections Grants Oversight
Committee. These roles underscore her leadership
in advancing best practices for collections care,
access, and preservation. Through nearly two
decades of service, Carlyn has made a lasting
impact on the preservation of Texas history. Her
work continues to strengthen connections between
people and place - ensuring that the stories
embedded in Texas’s historic sites, landscapes,
and cemeteries are not only protected, but also
shared and celebrated for generations to come.

We couldn’'t be more pleased to welcome Carlyn
Hammons as our featured speaker for the Old
Saltillo Cemetery 2026 Memorial Day Program, and
we're delighted that she'll be providing live
monument cleaning/care instruction for those
interested in reviving their family monuments.

OSCA Board of Directors

In Memory

The following individuals have been laid to rest in
the Old Saltillo Cemetery since last publication:

Michael Patrick Murphy
July 2, 1943 - August 18, 2020

James Joseph Murphy
January 26, 1947 - May 19, 2022
Roy “Mike” Tubesing
December 28, 1944 - November 8, 2025

Elizabeth Wilburn
November 25, 1947 - March 4, 2026

Allen Wade Hill
June 18, 1963 - March 16, 2026

Donald Vere Carr
October 18, 1946 - January 30, 2026

Lillie Delores Renshaw
June 29, 1938 - April 1, 2026

Lillian Agnes Shirley Murphy
August 2, 1922 - April 12, 2026

Rex Samuel Norris
June 13, 1934 - May 29, 2026




Saving the Stories Written in Stone

Tucked among the rolling landscapes of northeast Texas, the Old Salltillo Cemetery is more than a quiet resting place. It is a living record of the families, veterans, early
settlers, and community members who helped shape Saltillo and the surrounding area. Its weathered headstones and historic monuments tell stories that deserve to be
remembered, and the Old Saltillo Cemetery Association is working to make sure those stories are not lost to time.

Many of our cemetery’s monuments are more than a century old. Over time, exposure to sun, rain, shifting soil, and natural deterioration has left some stones cracked,
leaning, sunken, or difficult to read. In some cases, the names and inscriptions that connect us to those buried there were at risk of fading from view. Recognizing that
urgency, our Association has focused on thoughtful preservation efforts that stabilize and protect fragile markers while honoring the original craftsmanship. A major part of
this work begins with documentation. Volunteers photograph monuments, record inscriptions, and note each marker’s location and condition. This careful recordkeeping
helps guide restoration decisions today and creates an archive for future generations. Even when a stone becomes harder to read with age, the information it carries can still
be preserved.

Our Association recognizes that cemetery monuments are the personal property of the families of those interred. At the same time, many people remembered at the Old
Saltillo Cemetery no longer have relatives nearby to care for their markers. In those situations, we feel a responsibility to step in for the sake of historical preservation. The
goal is always preservation, not replacement. When stones have shifted or sunken, careful repositioning and stabilization techniques are used to help protect the marker
while respecting its original placement. Broken stones are repaired whenever possible, using methods intended to preserve the historic material rather than erase it. While
our Association does not take on monument cleaning itself, we encourage families to use safe, non-invasive cleaning practices when caring for loved ones’ stones. Gentle
tools and appropriate solutions can remove dirt or biological growth without damaging the surface. Just as important, we work to share information about proper cemetery
care so that well-meaning efforts do not accidentally cause harm.

One of our Association’s most meaningful preservation tools is the use of supplemental preservation markers. These markers are created to reflect, word for word, the
original inscriptions on historic monuments that may be deteriorating. They do not replace the original stones. Instead, they stand as respectful companions, helping make
names, dates, and legacies readable for visitors while the original monuments remain protected in place.

This effort has also brought the community closer together. Families with ancestral ties to the cemetery have shared personal knowledge, resources, and encouragement.
Local historians and preservation-minded volunteers have offered guidance to help the work follow good practices. Together, these contributions have turned monument
preservation into a shared act of remembrance and care.

DIXIE G. GRIFFITH
MAR. 13, 1879
SEPT. 30, 1880
DAUGHTER OF J. T AND CALLIE GRIFFITH
DEAR LITTLE ONE
REST I PEACE

The impact goes beyond the stones themselves. When a name becomes readable again or an inscription is documented before it fades, a piece of local history is brought
back into view. Visitors can better understand the lives represented there and the role those individuals played in the story of the community. In that way, every repaired
marker, every recorded inscription, and every preservation marker helps keep the past connected to the present. Our work at the Old Salltillo Cemetery is a reminder that
small, community-led efforts can make a lasting difference. The project has not depended on large institutional funding. It has grown through dedication, education, private
donations, volunteer time, and a shared belief that local history matters. This kind of stewardship is what keeps a place like the Old Saltillo Cemetery meaningful for
generations to come.

With your continued financial support, our Association plans for ongoing maintenance, documentation, preservation, and education. The hope is to encourage more families
and younger generations to take an interest in cemetery care and local history. Preservation is not a one-time project; it is a continuing commitment. By preserving its
monuments, the Old Saltillo Cemetery is preserving far more than stone. It is safeguarding memory, identity, and heritage. Each marker stands as a tribute to an individual
life and as a sign of a community that refuses to let its history fade.

Kathy Whitten Patterson — OSCA Historian

Financial Support

Your support is essential to keeping the cemetery in
pristine condition. If you are unable to attend this
year's Memorial Day Program, please consider
making a financial contribution to the Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association, a 501 (c) (13) organization.

At any time of year, in memory / honor of your friends,
family and loved ones, please also consider a
donation to OSCA. Honorees or their family members
will be notified of your contribution. Your tax-
deductible donations may be mailed to the address at
the top of this newsletter.

Thank you!

Wreaths Across America

The Old Saltillo Cemetery will again take part in
Wreaths Across America in December of 2026,
joining more than 2,100 other locations across the
United States, at sea and abroad by participating in
this meaningful show of honor and respect for
veterans interred within our cemetery.

Please mark your calendars to attend the Old Saltillo
Cemetery WAA program and wreath-laying on
Saturday, December 19, 2026 at 11:00 am. Program
and wreath purchase details are forthcoming.

Lucas Dennis & Kathy Whitten Patterson

Information Requested

Association members, if you have information
regarding the placement of a monument in the
northeast corner of the cemetery with the inscription
HUGH HUDSON and referencing the Texas
reconstruction period, please contact Ryan Agee at
rtagee77@outlook.com. The Board of Directors is
responsible for maintaining interment records of the
Old Saltillo Cemetery. We have extensive interment
records (for both marked and unmarked graves)
dating to the 1870s, but we currently have no record
of Hugh Hudson buried in our cemetery.

OSCA Board of Directors
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election of three Board of Director members for the
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out the program with more congregational singing
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buffet lunch will be served in the air-conditioned Kirby
Memorial Center. You are encouraged to bring some
of your favorite dishes... enough to feed all in your
party and share some with others. All eating utensils,
plates, iced drinks, and coffee will be provided.

Whether you can attend in person, or must support
from afar, your essential, tax-deductible financial
support is deeply appreciated, to keep the Old Salltillo
Cemetery grounds beautiful.
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Speaker Spotlight: Carlyn Hammons

Carlyn Copeland Hammons has dedicated much of
her professional career to preserving and sharing
Texas history through her work with the Texas
Historical Commission (THC). Since joining the
agency in 2005, she has built a reputation as a
knowledgeable and committed public historian,
contributing to a wide range of programs that support
communities, museums, and historic resources
across the state.

Over the years, Carlyn has served in several roles
within the Commission, including work with the
Museum Services Program, the National Register of
Historic Places, and, most notably, the Cemetery
Preservation Program. In previous positions at the
THC, she helped identify, document, and preserve a
broad array of Texas's historic resources through
nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places and traveled to hundreds of local history
museums across the state to conduct trainings,
consultations, and resource assessments.

Today, Carlyn continues her service as a historian
within the THC's History Programs Division,
managing the Historic Texas Cemetery designation
program and providing technical assistance to those
seeking to preserve historic burial grounds.

A native of Victoria, Texas, Carlyn brings a personal
connection to her work preserving local heritage. She
holds a master’s degree in public history from Texas
State University-San Marcos, a foundation that has
guided her approach to making history accessible
and meaningful to communities throughout Texas.
Active in the Texas public history field since 2001,
she has also worked as an oral historian on projects
with Texas Parks and Wildlife and NASA’s Johnson
Space Center and coordinated historical exhibits for
the former Aquarena Springs and the Texas Medical
Association.

Carlyn is perhaps best known for her contributions to
cemetery preservation—an area that highlights the
powerful intersection of history, genealogy, and
community identity. Through her work, she has
helped support the documentation and stewardship
of thousands of historic cemeteries, guiding local

groups in researching, protecting, and interpreting
these important cultural sites. She has been
instrumental in advancing programs such as the
Historic Texas Cemetery designation, which
ensures that these spaces are formally recognized
and preserved for future generations. Equally
important is her commitment to outreach and
education. Hammons has led training sessions and
workshops for museum professionals, preservation
advocates, and community volunteers, equipping
them with the tools needed to care for historic
resources in their own communities. Her work
emphasizes collaboration, empowering Texans to
take an active role in preserving their shared
history.

Beyond her work at the Commission, Hammons
has contributed to broader preservation efforts
through service on the Texas Heritage Online
Board and participation in national initiatives such
as the Connecting to Collections Grants Oversight
Committee. These roles underscore her leadership
in advancing best practices for collections care,
access, and preservation. Through nearly two
decades of service, Carlyn has made a lasting
impact on the preservation of Texas history. Her
work continues to strengthen connections between
people and place - ensuring that the stories
embedded in Texas’s historic sites, landscapes,
and cemeteries are not only protected, but also
shared and celebrated for generations to come.

We couldn’'t be more pleased to welcome Carlyn
Hammons as our featured speaker for the Old
Saltillo Cemetery 2026 Memorial Day Program, and
we're delighted that she'll be providing live
monument cleaning/care instruction for those
interested in reviving their family monuments.
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leaning, sunken, or difficult to read. In some cases, the names and inscriptions that connect us to those buried there were at risk of fading from view. Recognizing that
urgency, our Association has focused on thoughtful preservation efforts that stabilize and protect fragile markers while honoring the original craftsmanship. A major part of
this work begins with documentation. Volunteers photograph monuments, record inscriptions, and note each marker’s location and condition. This careful recordkeeping
helps guide restoration decisions today and creates an archive for future generations. Even when a stone becomes harder to read with age, the information it carries can still
be preserved.
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tools and appropriate solutions can remove dirt or biological growth without damaging the surface. Just as important, we work to share information about proper cemetery
care so that well-meaning efforts do not accidentally cause harm.

One of our Association’s most meaningful preservation tools is the use of supplemental preservation markers. These markers are created to reflect, word for word, the
original inscriptions on historic monuments that may be deteriorating. They do not replace the original stones. Instead, they stand as respectful companions, helping make
names, dates, and legacies readable for visitors while the original monuments remain protected in place.

This effort has also brought the community closer together. Families with ancestral ties to the cemetery have shared personal knowledge, resources, and encouragement.
Local historians and preservation-minded volunteers have offered guidance to help the work follow good practices. Together, these contributions have turned monument
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The impact goes beyond the stones themselves. When a name becomes readable again or an inscription is documented before it fades, a piece of local history is brought
back into view. Visitors can better understand the lives represented there and the role those individuals played in the story of the community. In that way, every repaired
marker, every recorded inscription, and every preservation marker helps keep the past connected to the present. Our work at the Old Salltillo Cemetery is a reminder that
small, community-led efforts can make a lasting difference. The project has not depended on large institutional funding. It has grown through dedication, education, private
donations, volunteer time, and a shared belief that local history matters. This kind of stewardship is what keeps a place like the Old Saltillo Cemetery meaningful for
generations to come.

With your continued financial support, our Association plans for ongoing maintenance, documentation, preservation, and education. The hope is to encourage more families
and younger generations to take an interest in cemetery care and local history. Preservation is not a one-time project; it is a continuing commitment. By preserving its
monuments, the Old Saltillo Cemetery is preserving far more than stone. It is safeguarding memory, identity, and heritage. Each marker stands as a tribute to an individual
life and as a sign of a community that refuses to let its history fade.

Kathy Whitten Patterson — OSCA Historian

Financial Support

Your support is essential to keeping the cemetery in
pristine condition. If you are unable to attend this
year's Memorial Day Program, please consider
making a financial contribution to the Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association, a 501 (c) (13) organization.

At any time of year, in memory / honor of your friends,
family and loved ones, please also consider a
donation to OSCA. Honorees or their family members
will be notified of your contribution. Your tax-
deductible donations may be mailed to the address at
the top of this newsletter.

Thank you!

Wreaths Across America

The Old Saltillo Cemetery will again take part in
Wreaths Across America in December of 2026,
joining more than 2,100 other locations across the
United States, at sea and abroad by participating in
this meaningful show of honor and respect for
veterans interred within our cemetery.

Please mark your calendars to attend the Old Saltillo
Cemetery WAA program and wreath-laying on
Saturday, December 19, 2026 at 11:00 am. Program
and wreath purchase details are forthcoming.

Lucas Dennis & Kathy Whitten Patterson

Information Requested

Association members, if you have information
regarding the placement of a monument in the
northeast corner of the cemetery with the inscription
HUGH HUDSON and referencing the Texas
reconstruction period, please contact Ryan Agee at
rtagee77@outlook.com. The Board of Directors is
responsible for maintaining interment records of the
Old Saltillo Cemetery. We have extensive interment
records (for both marked and unmarked graves)
dating to the 1870s, but we currently have no record
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One of our Association’s most meaningful preservation tools is the use of supplemental preservation markers. These markers are created to reflect, word for word, the
original inscriptions on historic monuments that may be deteriorating. They do not replace the original stones. Instead, they stand as respectful companions, helping make
names, dates, and legacies readable for visitors while the original monuments remain protected in place.

This effort has also brought the community closer together. Families with ancestral ties to the cemetery have shared personal knowledge, resources, and encouragement.
Local historians and preservation-minded volunteers have offered guidance to help the work follow good practices. Together, these contributions have turned monument
preservation into a shared act of remembrance and care.

DIXIE G. GRIFFITH
MAR. 13, 1879
SEPT. 30, 1880
DAUGHTER OF J. T AND CALLIE GRIFFITH
DEAR LITTLE ONE
REST I PEACE

The impact goes beyond the stones themselves. When a name becomes readable again or an inscription is documented before it fades, a piece of local history is brought
back into view. Visitors can better understand the lives represented there and the role those individuals played in the story of the community. In that way, every repaired
marker, every recorded inscription, and every preservation marker helps keep the past connected to the present. Our work at the Old Salltillo Cemetery is a reminder that
small, community-led efforts can make a lasting difference. The project has not depended on large institutional funding. It has grown through dedication, education, private
donations, volunteer time, and a shared belief that local history matters. This kind of stewardship is what keeps a place like the Old Saltillo Cemetery meaningful for
generations to come.

With your continued financial support, our Association plans for ongoing maintenance, documentation, preservation, and education. The hope is to encourage more families
and younger generations to take an interest in cemetery care and local history. Preservation is not a one-time project; it is a continuing commitment. By preserving its
monuments, the Old Saltillo Cemetery is preserving far more than stone. It is safeguarding memory, identity, and heritage. Each marker stands as a tribute to an individual
life and as a sign of a community that refuses to let its history fade.

Kathy Whitten Patterson — OSCA Historian

Financial Support

Your support is essential to keeping the cemetery in
pristine condition. If you are unable to attend this
year's Memorial Day Program, please consider
making a financial contribution to the Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association, a 501 (c) (13) organization.

At any time of year, in memory / honor of your friends,
family and loved ones, please also consider a
donation to OSCA. Honorees or their family members
will be notified of your contribution. Your tax-
deductible donations may be mailed to the address at
the top of this newsletter.

Thank you!

Wreaths Across America

The Old Saltillo Cemetery will again take part in
Wreaths Across America in December of 2026,
joining more than 2,100 other locations across the
United States, at sea and abroad by participating in
this meaningful show of honor and respect for
veterans interred within our cemetery.

Please mark your calendars to attend the Old Saltillo
Cemetery WAA program and wreath-laying on
Saturday, December 19, 2026 at 11:00 am. Program
and wreath purchase details are forthcoming.

Lucas Dennis & Kathy Whitten Patterson

Information Requested

Association members, if you have information
regarding the placement of a monument in the
northeast corner of the cemetery with the inscription
HUGH HUDSON and referencing the Texas
reconstruction period, please contact Ryan Agee at
rtagee77@outlook.com. The Board of Directors is
responsible for maintaining interment records of the
Old Saltillo Cemetery. We have extensive interment
records (for both marked and unmarked graves)
dating to the 1870s, but we currently have no record
of Hugh Hudson buried in our cemetery.

OSCA Board of Directors
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Words From Qur President

Hello and welcome to this 20t edition of the OSCA
newsletter. As a reminder, between newsletters, we
invite you to keep up with the Old Saltillo Cemetery
and community events on Facebook at
facebook.com/oldsaltillocemetery and our website at
www.oldsaltillocemetery.com.

We're finalizing plans for the annual Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association Business Meeting and
Memorial Day Program, to be held at 10:30 a.m.,
Sunday, July 19, 2026, in the Old Saltillo United
Methodist Church, located at 664 County Road 3357,
Saltillo, Texas.

Our program will begin with congregational singing
led by Judge Brad Cummings. The opening
ceremony will be followed by a brief business
meeting that includes a formal report of the activities
of the Board of Directors, the financial position of the
Association, plans for the coming year, and the
election of three Board of Director members for the
2026-2029 term.

Keeping with our long-standing tradition, a Memorial
Program eulogizing loved ones buried in the Old
Saltillo Cemetery will be presented by Kelli McAfee
Tarver and Ginny Agee Doyle. Family members
present are asked to stand during the reading of a
short verse, as a star is symbolically placed in
remembrance of loved ones.

We are delighted to welcome Carlyn Hammons of the
Texas Historical Commission to provide this year's
keynote address. Judge Cummings, Haydn
Cummings and pianist, Lynda Davidson, will round
out the program with more congregational singing
and featured specials. Following the program, a
buffet lunch will be served in the air-conditioned Kirby
Memorial Center. You are encouraged to bring some
of your favorite dishes... enough to feed all in your
party and share some with others. All eating utensils,
plates, iced drinks, and coffee will be provided.

Whether you can attend in person, or must support
from afar, your essential, tax-deductible financial
support is deeply appreciated, to keep the Old Salltillo
Cemetery grounds beautiful.

Vivian Dennis-Monzingo, OSCA President

Speaker Spotlight: Carlyn Hammons

Carlyn Copeland Hammons has dedicated much of
her professional career to preserving and sharing
Texas history through her work with the Texas
Historical Commission (THC). Since joining the
agency in 2005, she has built a reputation as a
knowledgeable and committed public historian,
contributing to a wide range of programs that support
communities, museums, and historic resources
across the state.

Over the years, Carlyn has served in several roles
within the Commission, including work with the
Museum Services Program, the National Register of
Historic Places, and, most notably, the Cemetery
Preservation Program. In previous positions at the
THC, she helped identify, document, and preserve a
broad array of Texas's historic resources through
nominations to the National Register of Historic
Places and traveled to hundreds of local history
museums across the state to conduct trainings,
consultations, and resource assessments.

Today, Carlyn continues her service as a historian
within the THC's History Programs Division,
managing the Historic Texas Cemetery designation
program and providing technical assistance to those
seeking to preserve historic burial grounds.

A native of Victoria, Texas, Carlyn brings a personal
connection to her work preserving local heritage. She
holds a master’s degree in public history from Texas
State University-San Marcos, a foundation that has
guided her approach to making history accessible
and meaningful to communities throughout Texas.
Active in the Texas public history field since 2001,
she has also worked as an oral historian on projects
with Texas Parks and Wildlife and NASA’s Johnson
Space Center and coordinated historical exhibits for
the former Aquarena Springs and the Texas Medical
Association.

Carlyn is perhaps best known for her contributions to
cemetery preservation—an area that highlights the
powerful intersection of history, genealogy, and
community identity. Through her work, she has
helped support the documentation and stewardship
of thousands of historic cemeteries, guiding local

groups in researching, protecting, and interpreting
these important cultural sites. She has been
instrumental in advancing programs such as the
Historic Texas Cemetery designation, which
ensures that these spaces are formally recognized
and preserved for future generations. Equally
important is her commitment to outreach and
education. Hammons has led training sessions and
workshops for museum professionals, preservation
advocates, and community volunteers, equipping
them with the tools needed to care for historic
resources in their own communities. Her work
emphasizes collaboration, empowering Texans to
take an active role in preserving their shared
history.

Beyond her work at the Commission, Hammons
has contributed to broader preservation efforts
through service on the Texas Heritage Online
Board and participation in national initiatives such
as the Connecting to Collections Grants Oversight
Committee. These roles underscore her leadership
in advancing best practices for collections care,
access, and preservation. Through nearly two
decades of service, Carlyn has made a lasting
impact on the preservation of Texas history. Her
work continues to strengthen connections between
people and place - ensuring that the stories
embedded in Texas’s historic sites, landscapes,
and cemeteries are not only protected, but also
shared and celebrated for generations to come.

We couldn’'t be more pleased to welcome Carlyn
Hammons as our featured speaker for the Old
Saltillo Cemetery 2026 Memorial Day Program, and
we're delighted that she'll be providing live
monument cleaning/care instruction for those
interested in reviving their family monuments.

OSCA Board of Directors

In Memory

The following individuals have been laid to rest in
the Old Saltillo Cemetery since last publication:

Michael Patrick Murphy
July 2, 1943 - August 18, 2020

James Joseph Murphy
January 26, 1947 - May 19, 2022
Roy “Mike” Tubesing
December 28, 1944 - November 8, 2025

Elizabeth Wilburn
November 25, 1947 - March 4, 2026

Allen Wade Hill
June 18, 1963 - March 16, 2026

Donald Vere Carr
October 18, 1946 - January 30, 2026

Lillie Delores Renshaw
June 29, 1938 - April 1, 2026

Lillian Agnes Shirley Murphy
August 2, 1922 - April 12, 2026

Rex Samuel Norris
June 13, 1934 - May 29, 2026




Saving the Stories Written in Stone

Tucked among the rolling landscapes of northeast Texas, the Old Salltillo Cemetery is more than a quiet resting place. It is a living record of the families, veterans, early
settlers, and community members who helped shape Saltillo and the surrounding area. Its weathered headstones and historic monuments tell stories that deserve to be
remembered, and the Old Saltillo Cemetery Association is working to make sure those stories are not lost to time.

Many of our cemetery’s monuments are more than a century old. Over time, exposure to sun, rain, shifting soil, and natural deterioration has left some stones cracked,
leaning, sunken, or difficult to read. In some cases, the names and inscriptions that connect us to those buried there were at risk of fading from view. Recognizing that
urgency, our Association has focused on thoughtful preservation efforts that stabilize and protect fragile markers while honoring the original craftsmanship. A major part of
this work begins with documentation. Volunteers photograph monuments, record inscriptions, and note each marker’s location and condition. This careful recordkeeping
helps guide restoration decisions today and creates an archive for future generations. Even when a stone becomes harder to read with age, the information it carries can still
be preserved.

Our Association recognizes that cemetery monuments are the personal property of the families of those interred. At the same time, many people remembered at the Old
Saltillo Cemetery no longer have relatives nearby to care for their markers. In those situations, we feel a responsibility to step in for the sake of historical preservation. The
goal is always preservation, not replacement. When stones have shifted or sunken, careful repositioning and stabilization techniques are used to help protect the marker
while respecting its original placement. Broken stones are repaired whenever possible, using methods intended to preserve the historic material rather than erase it. While
our Association does not take on monument cleaning itself, we encourage families to use safe, non-invasive cleaning practices when caring for loved ones’ stones. Gentle
tools and appropriate solutions can remove dirt or biological growth without damaging the surface. Just as important, we work to share information about proper cemetery
care so that well-meaning efforts do not accidentally cause harm.

One of our Association’s most meaningful preservation tools is the use of supplemental preservation markers. These markers are created to reflect, word for word, the
original inscriptions on historic monuments that may be deteriorating. They do not replace the original stones. Instead, they stand as respectful companions, helping make
names, dates, and legacies readable for visitors while the original monuments remain protected in place.

This effort has also brought the community closer together. Families with ancestral ties to the cemetery have shared personal knowledge, resources, and encouragement.
Local historians and preservation-minded volunteers have offered guidance to help the work follow good practices. Together, these contributions have turned monument
preservation into a shared act of remembrance and care.

DIXIE G. GRIFFITH
MAR. 13, 1879
SEPT. 30, 1880
DAUGHTER OF J. T AND CALLIE GRIFFITH
DEAR LITTLE ONE
REST I PEACE

The impact goes beyond the stones themselves. When a name becomes readable again or an inscription is documented before it fades, a piece of local history is brought
back into view. Visitors can better understand the lives represented there and the role those individuals played in the story of the community. In that way, every repaired
marker, every recorded inscription, and every preservation marker helps keep the past connected to the present. Our work at the Old Salltillo Cemetery is a reminder that
small, community-led efforts can make a lasting difference. The project has not depended on large institutional funding. It has grown through dedication, education, private
donations, volunteer time, and a shared belief that local history matters. This kind of stewardship is what keeps a place like the Old Saltillo Cemetery meaningful for
generations to come.

With your continued financial support, our Association plans for ongoing maintenance, documentation, preservation, and education. The hope is to encourage more families
and younger generations to take an interest in cemetery care and local history. Preservation is not a one-time project; it is a continuing commitment. By preserving its
monuments, the Old Saltillo Cemetery is preserving far more than stone. It is safeguarding memory, identity, and heritage. Each marker stands as a tribute to an individual
life and as a sign of a community that refuses to let its history fade.

Kathy Whitten Patterson — OSCA Historian

Financial Support

Your support is essential to keeping the cemetery in
pristine condition. If you are unable to attend this
year's Memorial Day Program, please consider
making a financial contribution to the Old Saltillo
Cemetery Association, a 501 (c) (13) organization.

At any time of year, in memory / honor of your friends,
family and loved ones, please also consider a
donation to OSCA. Honorees or their family members
will be notified of your contribution. Your tax-
deductible donations may be mailed to the address at
the top of this newsletter.

Thank you!

Wreaths Across America

The Old Saltillo Cemetery will again take part in
Wreaths Across America in December of 2026,
joining more than 2,100 other locations across the
United States, at sea and abroad by participating in
this meaningful show of honor and respect for
veterans interred within our cemetery.

Please mark your calendars to attend the Old Saltillo
Cemetery WAA program and wreath-laying on
Saturday, December 19, 2026 at 11:00 am. Program
and wreath purchase details are forthcoming.

Lucas Dennis & Kathy Whitten Patterson

Information Requested

Association members, if you have information
regarding the placement of a monument in the
northeast corner of the cemetery with the inscription
HUGH HUDSON and referencing the Texas
reconstruction period, please contact Ryan Agee at
rtagee77@outlook.com. The Board of Directors is
responsible for maintaining interment records of the
Old Saltillo Cemetery. We have extensive interment
records (for both marked and unmarked graves)
dating to the 1870s, but we currently have no record
of Hugh Hudson buried in our cemetery.
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